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Chapter 11—DEFINITIONS 

11-01 RULES OF CONSTRUCTION 
This chapter contains definitions of words, terms, and phrases used in these standards 
and regulations. 
The following rules of construction apply: 

1. All words, terms, and phrases shall be construed and understood according to the 
common and approved usage of the language, unless otherwise defined; 

2. Words, terms, and phrases used in the present include the future tense, and 
words, terms, and phrases used in the future tense include the present tense; 

3. The word “shall” is mandatory;  
4. The word “may” is permissive; 
5. Words, terms, and phrases used in the singular include the plural, and words, 

terms, and phrases used in the plural include the singular; and 
6. Words, terms, and phrases used in the masculine include the feminine, and words, 

terms, and phrases in the feminine include the masculine. 
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11-02 WORDS, TERMS, AND PHRASES 
The following listed words, terms, or phrases are defined as follows. 

11-02-01 100-YEAR FLOOD  
A flood having a recurrence interval that has a one-percent chance of being 
equaled or exceeded during any given year (1-percent-annual-chance-
flood). The terms "base flood", "one-hundred-year flood" and "one percent 
chance flood" are synonymous with the term "100-year flood." The term 
does not imply that the flood will necessarily happen once every one 
hundred years.  
*Adopted by the BOCC on June 27, 2011. 

11-02-02 100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN 
The area of land susceptible to being inundated as a result of the occurrence 
of a one-hundred-year flood. 
*Adopted by the BOCC on June 27, 2011. 

11-02-03 500-YEAR FLOOD 
A flood having a recurrence interval that has a 0.2-percent chance of being 
equaled or exceeded during any given year (0.2-percent-chance-annual-
flood). The term does not imply that the flood will necessarily happen once 
every five hundred years. 
*Adopted by the BOCC on June 27, 2011. 

11-02-04 500-YEAR FLOODPLAIN 
The area of land susceptible to being inundated as a result of the occurrence 
of a five-hundred-year flood. 
*Adopted by the BOCC on June 27, 2011. 
 

11-02-05 ABANDONMENT OF USE 
If active and continuous operations are not carried on in a nonconforming 
use during a continuous period of six months, the building, other structure 
or tract of land where such nonconforming use previously existed shall 
thereafter be occupied and used only for a conforming use. Intent to resume 
active operations shall not affect the forgoing. The burden of proof that an 
operation has been continuous rests with the owner or operator of the use. 
The evidence an operation has been continuous must be clear, indicate at 
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the specific time in question the use was in operation, and must be 
conclusive.   

11-02-06 ACCESS 
Provision for the passage of vehicles by a public or private street, or by a 
driveway connected to a public or private street, such that delivery of 
people, goods, and services is possible to individual properties or buildings. 

11-02-07 ACCESSORY STRUCTURE (OR BUILDING) 
An ancillary or subordinate structure which the use of is incidental to and 
customary in connection with the principal building or use and which is 
located on the same zoning lot as the principal building or use.  

11-02-08 ACCESSORY USE 
A subordinate use, which is incidental and customary in connection with the 
principal building or use and is located on the same zoning lot as the 
principal building or use.  

11-02-09 ADJACENT LOT 
A lot or parcel of land, which shares all, or part of a common lot or property 
line with another lot.  

11-02-10 ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS (IN REGARD TO NOTIFICATION)  
Lots containing existing residences, grounds, or other types of structures 
located on the same street frontage as the subject lot and is located within 
one- hundred-fifty (150) feet of the opposite side of the street for an equal 
distance. If there are no structures within this area, structures within a 
distance of five hundred (500) feet from all property lines will be considered 
adjacent properties. 

11-02-11 ADULT ARCADE 
An establishment where one (1) or more still or motion picture projectors, 
slide projectors, or other image producing machines, for viewing by five (5) 
or fewer persons each, are used to show films, motion pictures, video 
cassettes, slides, or other photographic reproductions which are 
characterized by the depiction or description of “specified sexual activities” 
or “specified anatomical area”. 
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11-02-12 ADULT BOOKSTORE 
See “Adult Novelty Store”. 

11-02-13 ADULT CABARET 
A nightclub, bar, restaurant “pop shop”, or similar commercial establishment 
which features: (a) persons who appear nude or in a state of nudity or 
seminude; (b) live performances which are characterized by the exposure of 
“specified anatomical areas” or by “specified sexual activities”, or films, 
motion pictures, video cassettes, slides, or other photographic 
reproductions which are characterized by the depiction or description of 
“specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas”. 

11-02-14 ADULT MOTEL 
A motel, hotel or similar commercial establishment which: (a) offers public 
accommodations and provides patrons with closed-circuit television 
transmissions, films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides, or other 
photographic reproductions which are characterized by the depiction or 
description of “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas” 
and which advertises the availability of this sexually -oriented type of 
material by means of a sign visible from the public right-of-way, or by means 
of any off-premises advertising including, but not limited to, newspapers, 
magazines, pamphlets or leaflets, radio or television, or (b) offers a sleeping 
room for rent for a period of time of less than ten (10) hours, or allows a 
tenant or occupant to sub-rent a sleeping room for a time period of less than 
ten (10) hours. 

11-02-15 ADULT MOTION PICTURE THEATER 
A commercial establishment where films, motion pictures, video cassettes, 
slides or similar photographic reproductions depicting or describing 
“specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas” are regularly 
shown. 

11-02-16 ADULT NOVELTY STORE  
A commercial establishment which: (a) devotes a significant or substantial 
portion of its stock-in-trade or interior floor space to; (b) receives a 
significant or substantial portion of its revenues from; or (c) devotes a 
significant or substantial portion of its advertising expenditures to the 
promotion of: the sale, rental or viewing of books, magazines, periodicals or 
other printed matter, or photographs, films, motion pictures, video 
cassettes, slides, or other visual representations which are characterized by 
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the depiction or description of “specified sexual activities” or “specified 
anatomical area”. 
An establishment may have other principal business purposes that do not 
involve the offering for sale, rental or viewing of materials depicting or 
describing “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas”, and 
still be categorized as an adult bookstore, adult novelty store, or adult video 
store. Such other business purposes will not serve to exempt such 
establishment from being categorized as an adult bookstore, adult novelty 
store or adult video store so long as the provisions of the first paragraph of 
this section are met. 

11-02-17 ADULT THEATER 
A theater, concert hall, auditorium, or similar commercial establishment 
which regularly features persons who appear in a state of nudity or live 
performances which are characterized by exposure of “specified anatomical 
area” or by “specified sexual activities.” 

11-02-18 ADULT VIDEO STORE 
See “Adult Novelty Store”. 

11-02-19 ADVERTIZING BANNER 
An Advertising Banner is an ‘off-premise sign’, horizontal to the ground and 
of sufficient size to be seen by air passengers either landing or departing 
Denver International Airport or other areas near commercial airports as 
approved by the Board of County Commissioners.  It must not be legible to 
the general public at ground level and is solely intended to be viewed by air 
passengers.  All Advertising Banners shall meet the standards contained in 
this Section 4-16. 

11-02-20 AFFIDAVIT OF CORRECTION 
A recorded document correcting minor changes and/or errors in a recorded 
plat such as boundary, directional or distance mistakes. 

11-02-21 AGRICULTURE (OR FARM) 
The use of land for agricultural purposes, including farming, dairying, 
floriculture, horticulture pasturage, viticulture, grazing, animal and poultry 
husbandry, and the necessary accessory uses for packing, treating, storing, 
and shipping of farm products.  
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11-02-22 AGRICULTURAL BUSINESS  
This use category includes: dairies, poultry farms, fur farms, exotic animal 
farms, and animal confinement operations. 

11-02-23 AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT BUSINESS AND SERVICE USES 
This use category includes business or commercial uses operated primarily 
for the support of agricultural needs, which may consist of products, 
materials, and equipment servicing and sales; storage or processing of 
agricultural products or animals; veterinary services; or technical support 
services. Examples include, but are not limited to, farm machinery sales and 
service, farm supply sales, and underground fuel storage for use on the 
property. 

11-02-24 AGRICULTURAL USES 
Agricultural uses include agricultural support businesses and services; 
agricultural business; equestrian arena, commercial; equestrian arena, 
personal; farming; nurseries; and ranching. 

11-02-25 AGRI-TAINMENT USES 
A land use that supports and enhances agriculture as an attraction for 
education and entertainment related purposes. Examples include farm 
tours, educational offerings, corn mazes, interactive animal displays, and the 
like.  Accessory uses to agri-tainment may include: parking, limited 
concession stands, pick your own produce, play grounds and activity fields, 
and signage in compliance with the Signage regulations.  

11-02-26 AIRCRAFT ACTIVITY COVENANT WITH DISCLOSURE 
A covenant signed by landowner(s) and recorded at the Office of the Adams 
County Clerk and Recorder to notify present and future landowners of the 
aircraft flight activity that will occur in the airspace above the property. 

11-02-27 AIRPORT 
A facility, which provides space for aircraft to take off and land usually 
equipped with a control tower, hangars, and accommodations for 
passengers and cargo.  
1. Private: Airport used for an individual or corporate private use and is 

not open to the public.  
2. Public: Airport open to the general public. 
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11-02-28 AIRPORT, LANDING STRIP AND HELIPORT USES 
This use category includes: all airports, as well as landing strips and 
heliports, including those for private use including those used by ultra-light 
aircraft. 

11-02-29 ALLEY 
A public or private thoroughfare that affords only a secondary means of 
access to an abutting property and primarily used to provide vehicular 
access to the rear or side of properties. 

11-02-30 AMENDED PLAT 
A plat which contains modifications to an existing approved and recorded 
plat which do not significantly affect the land use of an area and/or are 
technical in nature as determined by the Director of Community and 
Economic Development, which does not involve the construction of public 
improvements, or an increase in density in a subdivision. Amended Plats 
may be processed under the terms of either a Major or Minor Subdivision, 
subject to the terms of Chapter 2.  

11-02-31 AMUSEMENT CENTER 
A commercial establishment with three (3) or more machines of 
amusement.  

11-02-32 AMUSEMENT PARK 
An outdoor commercial establishment, which may include structures where 
there are various devices for entertainment, including rides, booths for the 
conduct of games or sale of items, and structures for shows and 
entertainment. 

11-02-33 ANIMAL FEEDING OPERATION (AFO) AND CONCENTRATED 
ANIMAL FEEDING OPERATION (CAFO) 

An operation for the growing, feeding, and fattening of livestock and/or 
poultry for commercial purposes, where: 
1. The animals are confined within a closed structure and/or the animals 

are kept within permanent corrals, pens, or yards;  
2. Food is supplied by means other than grazing, foraging, or other natural 

means; and 
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3. These animals have been, are, or will be stabled or confined and fed or 
maintained for a total of forty-five (45) consecutive days or more in any 
twelve (12) month period.  

A CAFO is a large or medium AFO, as defined by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) regulations.  

11-02-34 ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
An establishment for the care of sick or injured animals. Such facilities may 
include veterinarian offices, administrative offices, space for examination, 
surgery, recovery, and may include boarding of animals while under 
treatment, but does not include animal boarding generally. 

11-02-35 ANIMAL SLAUGHTERHOUSE 
An establishment or area for the purpose of slaughtering animals for 
commercial purposes. 

11-02-36 ANIMATED SIGN 
Any sign or part of a sign which changes physical position by any rotation or 
which gives the visual impression of such movement or rotation through 
special effects including, but not limited to, lights.  

11-02-37 ANNUAL REPORT, SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT 
An annual report requiring certain information about a Special District 
required to be submitted each year at the request of the Adams County 
Community and Economic Development Department. 

11-02-38 APPLICANT 
A person submitting an application for permit or approval, and may be 
referred to as the Permittee. 

11-02-39 APPURTENANT FACILITIES 
Any buildings, structures, or other property, which are clearly essential to, 
and customarily found in connection with major energy facilities at the site 
of the major facility, excluding the federal government and its agencies. 
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11-02-40 AQUACULTURE FACILITY 
Any structure, lake, pond, tank, tanker truck, or the like used or intended to 
be used for the controlled propagation, growth, and harvest of cultured 
aquatic stock including, but not limited to, fish and other aquatic 
vertebrates, mollusks, crustaceans, and algae and other aquatic plants. This 
definition includes fish hatcheries. 

11-02-41 AQUARIUM 
An establishment where aquatic organisms are housed and exhibited.  

11-02-42 AREA OF SHALLOW FLOODING 
An area of shallow, indeterminate flooding not related to the flood profile 
where a clearly defined channel does not exist, and the path of flooding is 
unpredictable and indeterminate and velocity flow may be evident.  

11-02-43 AREA OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD 
The land located within the area subject to a one (1) percent or greater 
chance of flooding in any given year. 

11-02-44 ARTERIAL STREET (INCLUDING MAJOR AND MINOR) 
A street that has limited access control designed to provide continuity 
throughout the metropolitan area. An arterial street may form boundaries 
for neighborhoods, may have signals at major intersections, and may have 
limited access. Intersections occur at grade, and in some cases, direct access 
to abutting property is provided. However, access should be limited to allow 
for more efficient traffic flow. 

11-02-45 ASPHALT MIXING PLANTS 
An industrial establishment or plant where gravel or sand are combined with 
a mixture of bitumens to create a substance for paving, roofing, and 
waterproofing. 

11-02-46 ASPHYXIATION 
Death caused by exposure to an atmosphere with less than 10% oxygen. 
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11-02-47 ATTRACTIVE DEVICES 
Any device intended to attract attention including, but not limited to fixed 
aerial displays, balloons, pennants, strings of flags, streamers, devices 
affected by the movement of the air, devices utilizing light or sound, or 
inflatable or inflated devices.  

11-02-48 AUCTION 
A sale at which property or goods are sold to the highest bidder. 

11-02-49 AUCTION HOUSE 
A completely enclosed commercial establishment at which an auction takes 
place, excluding the sale of livestock.  

11-02-50 AUCTION YARD 
A commercial establishment or area at which an auction takes place at 
which livestock sale rings are permitted. 

11-02-51 AUTOCLAVE 
A pressurized, steam heated vessel used for sterilization. 

11-02-52 AUTOMOBILE PARKING LOT 
An area used for parking of motor vehicles. 
1. Accessory: A parking lot associated with a residential or nonresidential 

building or use which is primarily for the use of residents living in the 
development or their guests or for the use of customers or employees 
of a nonresidential building. 

2. Commercial: A parking lot, which is not associated with either a 
particular residential or nonresidential development but is made 
available for parking by the general public for a fee. 

11-02-53 AUTOMOBILE RACE DRAG STRIP 
A paved strip or race course where automobile drag races are held.  

11-02-54 AUTOMOBILE RENTAL (OR LEASING) 
A commercial establishment offering the temporary use of automobiles or 
trucks in exchange for payment. Such establishments may include office 
space, parking areas for rental vehicles, parking areas for customers and 
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employees, and servicing and repair facilities, but shall not include facilities 
for bodywork, painting, or restoration.  

11-02-55 AUTOMOBILE SALES 
The use of any structure or land for a business involving the sale of new or 
used motor vehicles and recreational vehicles. Such establishments may 
include office space, parking lots for the display and storage of vehicles 
available for sale, parking areas for customers and employees, vehicle repair 
facilities, facilities for bodywork, painting, or restoration, and sale of parts. 

11-02-56 AUTOMOBILE SERVICE STATIONS 
This use category includes fueling stations, car washes, and fueling service 
stations that may include a convenience store. 

11-02-57 AUTO TOWING AND STORAGE YARD 
A parcel of land used for the temporary storage of vehicles which have been 
towed by a towing company or for impounded vehicles, but which does not 
include permanent vehicle storage or dismantling of vehicles. 

11-02-58 AVERAGE TRIP LENGTH  
The average length in miles of trips on the County's major road system. 

11-02-59 AVIGATION EASEMENT 
A right generally established by deed or recorded plat to permit the 
unobstructed passage of all aircraft to an infinite height, together with the 
right to cause in all airspace above the surface of the grantor’s property such 
noise, frequent overflights, vibrations, fumes, dust, fuel particles, radio 
energy emissions, and all other effects that may be caused by the operation 
of aircraft landing, or taking off, or operating at an aviation facility. 

11-02-60 BAKERY, RETAIL 
A structure, room, or place used for making, preparing, or baking, bread, 
biscuits, pastry, cakes, doughnuts, crullers, noodles, macaroni, or spaghetti 
to be sold on-premises at retail and consumed on or off premises. 



Chapter 11—Definitions  
WORDS, TERMS, AND PHRASES October 17, 2023 

11-12 Adams County Development Standards and Regulations 

11-02-61 BAKERY, WHOLESALE 
A structure, room, or place used for making, preparing, or baking, bread, 
biscuits, pastry, cakes, doughnuts, crullers, noodles, macaroni, or spaghetti 
to be sold on or off premises at wholesale and consumed off premises. 

11-02-62 BANK 
See “Financial Institution”. 

11-02-63 BANNER 
Any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material that is mounted to a pole 
or a structure. 

11-02-64 BARN 
An accessory building associated with agricultural zoning or use. 

11-02-65 BASE FLOOD ELEVATION 
The elevation shown on a FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map for Zones AE, AH, 
A1-A30, AR, AR/A, AR/AE, AR/A1-A30, AR/AH, AR/AO, V1-V30, and VE that 
indicates the water surface elevation resulting from a flood that has a one 
percent chance of equaling or exceeding that level in any given year. 
*Adopted by the BOCC on June 27, 2011. 

11-02-66 BEACON 
Any light with one (1) or more beams directed into the atmosphere or 
directed at one (1) or more points not on the same lot as the light source; 
also, any light with one (1) or more beams that rotate, flash or move. 

11-02-67 BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS 
Any residential structure used for commercial lodging purposes while also 
being occupied by either an owner or resident manager.  

11-02-68 BEE COLONY 
A community of live bees having a queen, some thousands of workers, and, 
during part of the year, a number of drones who live together as one (1) 
family in a hive and all the offspring, inputs and byproducts, including 
comb(s), honey, pollen, and brood.  
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11-02-69 BEE 
Any stage of the domestic honeybee, Apis Mellifera, species.  

11-02-70 BEEHIVE 
Structure intended for the housing of a bee colony usually composed of 
brood frame(s) and attached bees that are also used to create a new bee 
colony.  

11-02-71 BERM 
A mound of soil, either natural or manmade, used to obstruct views or direct 
the flow of stormwater. 

11-02-72 BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMP) 
Technique, process, activity, schedule of activities, control measures, 
structures, prohibitions of practices, maintenance procedures, and other 
management practices utilized during construction or post-construction to 
prevent, reduce or eliminate pollution or degradation of Waters of the State 
to the maximum extent practicable based on available technology and 
economically practicable solutions that are achievable in light of best 
industry practices. BMPs can be temporary or permanent. BMPs can also be 
structural (engineered structures designed to treat runoff) or non-structural 
(source control practices).  
Structural BMPs are designed to manage or treat stormwater runoff before 
it reaches a waterway, pond or lake. Examples of construction structural 
BMPs include, but are not limited to; silt fence, inlet protection, sediment 
basins, extended detention basins, etc. 
Non-structural BMPs focus on management of pollutants at their source by 
minimizing exposure to runoff, rather than treating runoff in constructed 
facilities.  Non-structural BMPs are used as source controls. Examples of 
construction non-structural BMPs include, but are not limited to; 
construction phasing, good housekeeping practices, spill prevention and 
response, employee education and training, mulch and seeding, soil 
roughening, vegetation buffers, operation and maintenance procedures to 
control site runoff, spills, sludge, waste, and drainage from raw material 
storage, etc. 
BMPs must be selected for the specific activity and applicable pollutant 
source, designed, installed, implemented prior to the start of the activity to 
control potential pollutants, and maintained in effective operating condition 
in accordance with good engineering, hydrologic, and pollution control 
practices. 
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11-02-73 BEVERAGE MANUFACTURING 
An establishment or area for the purpose of manufacturing beverages, 
excluding alcoholic beverages. 

11-02-74 BILLBOARD 
A permanent large sign characterized by a single or double sign face 
structure to direct attention to a business, commodity, service, activity or 
product sold, conducted, or offered off the premises where such sign is 
located. The owner of the sign usually sells use of the sign to an advertiser 
on a time-contract basis.  

11-02-75 BIOSOLIDS 
The accumulated treated residual product resulting from a domestic 
wastewater treatment works.  Biosolids does not include grit or screenings 
from a wastewater treatment works, commercial or industrial sludges 
(regardless of whether the sludges are combined with domestic sewage), 
sludge generated during treatment of drinking water, or domestic or 
industrial septage. 
*Adopted by the BOCC on December 13, 2010. 

11-02-76 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
The Board of Adjustment of Adams County. 

11-02-77 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
The Board of County Commissioners of Adams County. 

11-02-78 BOARDING HOUSE 
A structure where lodging and/or meals are offered for a fee, and where the 
length of residence may continue for an extended period of time, as 
distinguished from a motel or hotel. 

11-02-79 BOAT SALES 
A commercial establishment or area for the purpose of boat sales. 

11-02-80 BOOK BINDING 
An industrial establishment or area for the purpose of binding books. 
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11-02-81 BOTANTICAL GARDEN  
An establishment where plants are grown for display to the public. Gardens 
are typically labeled and grown for identification purpose and indicating its 
scientific name and its family.  

11-02-82 BROOM (OR BRUSH) MANUFACTURING 
An industrial establishment or area for the purpose of manufacturing 
brooms and/or brushes. 

11-02-83 BUFFERING 
Buffering shall mean the installation of plant materials, fencing, or 
landforms (or a combination of these measures), between two (2) or more 
properties which inhibits visibility and/or mitigates the transmission of 
noise, dust, lights, and other nuisances from one property to another. 

11-02-84 BUILDING HEIGHT 
See “Structure Height”.  

11-02-85 BUILDING INSPECTOR 
The Chief Building Official of Adams County or his designee (See Section 11-
02-88). 

11-02-86 BUILDING MATERIAL SALES AND STORAGE 
A commercial establishment or area for the purpose of providing building 
material at retail or wholesale. 

11-02-87 BUILDING MARKER 
Any sign indicating the name of a building, date, and incidental information 
about its construction, which is cut into a masonry surface or made of 
bronze or other permanent material. 

11-02-88 BUILDING PERMIT 
A development permit issued by the Adams County Community and 
Economic Development Department before any building or construction 
activity can be initiated on a parcel of land.   
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11-02-89 BUILDOUT RATE 
Actual or projected amount of development which has been built, sold, or 
leased or is expected to be built, sold, or leased as presented in a ratio of 
units of development to time, such as residential dwelling units per year or 
square feet of commercial space per year. 
 

11-02-90 BULK STORAGE AND/OR BULK SALES 
Bulk Storage and/or Bulk sales (fuel, oil, gasoline, and petroleum products) 
(as defined by the Colorado Division of Oil and Public Safety) covers that 
portion of a property where liquids are received by tank vessel, pipelines, 
tank car, or tank vehicle and are stored or blended in bulk for the purpose 
of distributing such liquids by tank vessel, pipeline, tank car, tank vehicle, 
portable tank or portable container. [Note: A bulk plant is normally a 
wholesale facility where petroleum products are stored prior to resale or 
redistribution.] 

11-02-91 BUS REPAIR AND STORAGE 
An establishment or area for the purpose of bus repair, service, and storage. 

11-02-92 BUS TERMINAL 
An establishment, which provides space for arrival and departure of busses 
offering transportation to the public usually equipped with 
accommodations for passengers and for fueling and servicing of busses.  

11-02-93 BUSINESS PARK USES 
This use category includes research and production and certain light 
industry uses. Examples of business park uses include: apparel and other 
finished products made from fabrics and similar materials; measuring, 
analyzing, and controlling instrument manufacturing; photographic; 
medical and optical goods; watches and clocks; musical instruments and 
sporting/athletic goods manufacturing; united states postal service; 
arrangement of transportation of freight and cargo; communications; 
motion picture production and allied services; research; development and 
testing services; space research and technology; bakeries; and moving 
companies. 
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11-02-94 CABINET SHOP 
A commercial establishment for the purpose of sales, refinishing, or repair 
of cabinets. 

11-02-95 CAMPGROUNDS, COMMERCIAL 
This use category includes: camps; recreational vehicle parks; campsites; 
tents; and trailer parks. 

11-02-96 CANOPY SIGN 
Any sign, which is a part of or attached to an awning or a canopy; or any 
other fabric, plastic, or protective cover over a door, entrance, window, or 
outdoor service area.  

11-02-97 CAPACITY 
The maximum number of vehicles which have a reasonable expectation of 
passing over a given section of a road during a given time period, under 
prevailing traffic conditions, expressed in terms of vehicles per hour.  
Capacity is measured in this Regulation and the Road Impact Fee Study 
during the evening peak hour. 

11-02-98 CAR WASHING AND WAXING 
A commercial establishment or area containing facilities for washing or 
waxing automobiles. 

11-02-99 CARNIVAL 
A traveling amusement show typically having various devices for 
entertainment, including rides and booths for the conduct of games or sale 
of items.  

11-02-100 CEMETERIES 
A place for burying or housing the dead; includes mausoleum. 

11-02-101 CHANNEL 
The physical confine of stream or waterway consisting of a bed and stream 
banks, existing in a variety of geometries.  Channels may be natural or man-
made 
*Adopted by the BOCC on June 27, 2011. 
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11-02-102 CHANNELIZATION 
The artificial creation, enlargement or realignment of a stream channel. 
*Adopted by the BOCC on June 27, 2011. 

11-02-103 CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL 
The Director of Community and Economic Development or his or her 
assigned representative. 

11-02-104 CHRISTMAS TREE LOT 
An area for the temporary retail sale of Christmas trees usually set up in the 
parking lot of a large commercial business. 

11-02-105 CHURCH 
See “Place of Worship”. 

11-02-106 CIRCUS 
A traveling amusement show typically performed in large tents featuring 
daring acts, performing animals, and clowns.  

11-02-107 CLINIC, MEDICAL (OR DENTAL) 
An establishment providing health services, medical, or surgical care for 
patients where overnight stays are on an emergency basis only. 

11-02-108 COLD STORAGE PLANT 
An establishment for the storage of items in an artificially cooled 
environment. 

11-02-109 COLLECTOR STREET 
A street designed as a main interior street that collects and distributes traffic 
between local and arterial streets, typically with stop signs on side streets 
and traffic signals at arterials. 

11-02-110 COLORADO DISCHARGE PERMIT SYSTEM (CDPS)  
The state of Colorado’s system of permitting discharges (e.g., stormwater, 
wastewater) to waters of the state which corresponds to the federal nodes 
permits under the federal clean water act. 
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11-02-111 COLORADO MARIJUANA CODE 
Sections 14 and 16 of Article XVIII of the Colorado Constitution and C.R.S. 
§44-10-101, et seq., as amended, and any rules promulgated pursuant 
thereto. 

11-02-112 COMBUSTIBLE 
A material, which will ignite or burn when exposed to fire and is not capable 
of supporting its design load under the attack of fire for an extended time 
period without failure.  

11-02-113 COMMERCIAL COMPOSTING OPERATION 
A commercial establishment or area where organic matter is degraded 
through a controlled process by microorganisms. 

11-02-114 COMMERCIAL AND/OR INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX 
A commercial and/or industrial multi-structure development or an 
establishment where multiple principle uses exist within a single 
commercial or industrial structure on one (1) lot.  

11-02-115 COMMERCIAL MESSAGE 
Any sign wording, logo, or other representation directly or indirectly, names, 
advertises, or directs attention to a business, product, service or other 
commercial activity. 

11-02-116 COMMERCIAL RETAIL 
This use category includes: building supplies; general merchandise stores; 
food stores; apparel and accessory stores; furniture and home furnishings 
stores; greenhouses (retail) and greenhouses with garden supplies; 
miscellaneous retail except fuel dealers; health services; legal services; 
social services except care facilities; membership organizations; 
miscellaneous services; engineering and management services; dry 
cleaners; cabinet sales. This use does not include bars, restaurants, 
pawnshops or drive-in facilities. 

11-02-117 COMMERCIAL USES 
This use includes airports, landing strips and heliports; animal hospitals; 
automobile service stations; bed and breakfast establishments; 
campgrounds, commercial; communications towers, commercial; 
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commercial retail; convenience retail stores; drive-in establishments; golf 
courses and driving ranges; heavy retail and heavy services; indoor 
commercial recreation/entertainment; kennels, commercial; lodging, 
commercial; massage business; off-premise advertising devices; offices; 
outdoor commercial recreation; parking lots, commercial; racing facilities; 
restaurants; services; sexually oriented business; and trade schools. 

11-02-118 COMMISSION 
The Adams County Planning Commission. 

11-02-119 COMMISSIONERS 
The Board of County Commissioners of Adams County. 

11-02-120 COMMON PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT OR SALE 
A contiguous area where multiple separate and distinct construction 
activities may be taking place at different times on different schedules but 
remain related. “Contiguous” means construction activities located in close 
proximity to each other, within ¼ mile.  

11-02-121 COMMUNICATIONS TOWERS, COMMERCIAL 
This use category includes radio or TV broadcasting towers; 
telecommunications towers or other types of telecommunications facilities; 
and antenna arrays (satellite dishes).  

11-02-122 COMPARABLE BASIS 
Generally equivalent in terms of costs, timelines, and quality of service.  

11-02-123 COMPATIBLE 
Uses or structures although not identical, are similar, show some 
resemblance to each other, are related in appearance, are harmonious, 
and/or are congenial in combination. 

11-02-124 CONCRETE MIXING PLANT 
An industrial establishment or plant where a material made from sand, 
pebbles, and/or crushed stone is held together by a mass of cement or 
mortar. 
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11-02-125 CONDITIONAL LETTER OF MAP REVISION (CLOMR) 
FEMA's comment on a proposed project, which does not revise an effective 
floodplain map, that would, upon construction, affect the hydrologic or 
hydraulic characteristics of a flooding source and thus result in the 
modification of the existing regulatory floodplain. 
*Adopted by the BOCC on June 27, 2011. 

11-02-126 CONDITIONAL USE 
A use which may be suitable, as determined by the Board of County 
Commissioners, in a zone district, but which would impair the integrity and 
character of the zone district in which it is located, or in an adjoining zone 
district, unless restrictions on location, size, extent and character of 
performance are imposed.  

11-02-127 CONSERVATION PLAN 
A written plan submitted to the appropriate soil conservation district, which 
describes measures designed to prevent, to the extent possible, soil erosion 
from occurring on the land for which the plan was developed.  

11-02-128 CONSERVATION PLAN PERMIT 
The approved Conservation Plan signed by all parties concerned and 
recorded with the Office of the Adams County Clerk and Recorder. 

11-02-129 CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 
Any ground surface land disturbing activity associated with construction 
that occurs from initial groundbreaking to final stabilization, regardless of 
ownership of the construction activities. Construction activities include, but 
are not limited to; clearing, grading, excavation, demolition, utility work, 
paving, building, installing new or improved roads and access roads, haul 
roads, staging areas, stockpiling of fill materials, and borrow areas. 
Construction activities also include repaving activities where underlying or 
surrounding soil is exposed, graded or excavated as part of the repaving 
operation; and activities to conduct repairs or replacements that are not 
part of regular and routine maintenance. Construction activities do not 
include routine maintenance performed to maintain original line grade, 
hydraulic capacity, or original purpose of the facility. 
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11-02-130 CONSTRUCTION TRAILER  
A temporary structure for the storage of construction materials and a 
construction office to be used for managing a construction job. 

11-02-131 CONSUMPTION AREA 
A designated and secured area within the Licensed Premises of a Hospitality 
Business where consumers can use and consume marijuana and where no 
one under the age of 21 is permitted. 

11-02-132 CONTINUOUS SOUND 
A steady, fluctuating or impulsive noise which exists essentially without 
interruption for a period of five (5) minutes or more, or for an accumulation 
of fifteen (15) minutes or more for any one (1) hour period. 

11-02-133 CONTOUR TILLAGE/CONTOUR FARMING 
A conservation tillage and planting system in which farming is conducted on 
sloping land and the land is prepared, planted, and cultivated on the contour 
by following established grades of terraces, diversions, or contour strips. 

11-02-134 CONVALESCENT HOME 
See “Nursing Home”. 

11-02-135 CONVENIENCE RETAIL STORE 
A small commercial establishment selling packaged food and other 
convenience items, which may include gasoline. This use category includes 
any retail establishment selling consumer products and having a gross floor 
area of less than two thousand (2,000) square feet. 

11-02-136 CORNICE  
Any prominent, continuous, horizontally projecting feature crowning a 
building, or dividing it horizontally for architectural design purposes.  

11-02-137 CREMATORY 
An establishment containing a furnace or other means used to reduce 
human remains to ashes or its equivalent. 
*Adopted by the BOCC on December 13, 2010. 
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11-02-138 CRITICAL FACILITY OR CRITICAL FACILITIES 
1. This a structure or related infrastructure, but not the land on which 

it is situated, as specified in Rule 6 of the Rules and Regulations for 
Regulatory Floodplains in Colorado (2 CCR 408-1), that if flooded 
may result in significant hazards to public health and safety or 
interrupt essential services and operations for the community at any 
time before, during and after a flood.  Critical Facilities are classified 
under the following categories: (1) Essential Services; (2) Hazardous 
Materials; (3) At-risk Populations; and (4) Vital to Restoring Normal 
Services. Essential services facilities include public safety, emergency 
response, emergency medical, designated emergency shelters, 
communications, public utility plant facilities, and transportation 
lifelines. 
These facilities consist of: 
a. Public safety (police stations, fire and rescue stations, 

emergency vehicle and equipment storage, and, emergency 
operation centers); 

b. Emergency medical (hospitals, ambulance service centers, 
urgent care centers having emergency treatment functions, and 
non-ambulatory surgical structures but excluding clinics, 
doctors offices, and non-urgent care medical structures that do 
not provide these functions); 

c. Designated emergency shelters; 
d. Communications (main hubs for telephone, broadcasting 

equipment for cable systems, satellite dish systems, cellular 
systems, television, radio, and other emergency warning 
systems, but excluding towers, poles, lines, cables, and 
conduits); 

e. Public utility plant facilities for generation and distribution 
(hubs, treatment plants, substations and pumping stations for 
water, power and gas, but not including towers, poles, power 
lines, buried pipelines, transmission lines, distribution lines, 
and service lines); and 

f. Air Transportation lifelines (airports (municipal and larger), 
helicopter pads and structures serving emergency functions, 
and associated infrastructure (aviation control towers, air traffic 
control centers, and emergency equipment aircraft hangars). 

Specific exemptions to this category include wastewater treatment 
plants (WWTP), Non-Potable water treatment and distribution systems, 
and hydroelectric power generating plants and related appurtenances. 
Owners of these facilities are encouraged to meet the spirit of Rule 6(D) 
when practicable in order to protect their own infrastructure and to 
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avoid system failures during extreme flood events. Emergency restoring 
plans following major flood events should be considered as a prudent 
addition to operation and maintenance plans for those facilities. 
Public utility plant facilities may be exempted if it can be demonstrated 
to the satisfaction of the Board that the facility is an element of a 
redundant system for which service will not be interrupted during a 
flood. At a minimum, it shall be demonstrated that redundant facilities 
are available (either owned by the same utility or available through an 
intergovernmental agreement or other contract) and connected, the 
alternative facilities are either located outside of the 100-year floodplain 
or are compliant with this rule, and an operations plan is in effect that 
states how redundant systems will provide service to the affected area 
in the event of a flood. Evidence of ongoing redundancy shall be 
provided to the Board on an as-needed basis upon request. 
2. Hazardous materials facilities include facilities that produce or store 

highly volatile, flammable, explosive, toxic and/or water-reactive 
materials. 
These facilities may include: 
a. Chemical and pharmaceutical plants (chemical plant, 

pharmaceutical manufacturing); 
b. Laboratories containing highly volatile, flammable, explosive, 

toxic and/or water-reactive materials; 
c. Refineries; 
d. Hazardous waste storage and disposal sites; and 
e. Above ground gasoline or propane storage or sales centers.  
Facilities shall be determined to be Critical Facilities if they produce 
or store materials in excess of threshold limits. If the owner of a 
facility is required by the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) to keep a Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) 
on file for any chemicals stored or used in the work place, AND the 
chemical(s) is stored in quantities equal to or greater than the 
Threshold Planning Quantity (TPQ) for that chemical, then that 
facility shall be considered to be a Critical Facility. The TPQ for these 
chemicals is: either 500 pounds or the TPQ listed (whichever is 
lower) for the 356 chemicals listed under 40 C.F.R. § 302 (2010), also 
known as Extremely Hazardous Substances (EHS); or 10,000 pounds 
for any other chemical. This threshold is consistent with the 
requirements for reportable chemicals established by the Colorado 
Department of Health and Environment. OSHA requirements for 
MSDS can be found in 29 C.F.R. § 1910 (2010). The Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) regulation “Designation, Reportable 
Quantities, and Notification,” 40 C.F.R. § 302 (2010), available at 
http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_03/40cfr302_03.html
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, and OSHA regulation “Occupational Safety and Health Standards,” 
29 C.F.R. § 1910 (2010), available at 
http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_99/29cfr1910_99.ht
ml, are incorporated herein by reference and include the regulations 
in existence at the time of the promulgation of these Rules, but 
exclude later amendments to or editions of the regulations. 
Specific exemptions to this category include: a) Finished consumer 
products within retail centers and households containing hazardous 
materials intended for household use, and agricultural products 
intended for agricultural use. b) Buildings and other structures 
containing hazardous materials for which it can be demonstrated to 
the satisfaction of the local authority having jurisdiction by hazard 
assessment and certification by a qualified professional (as 
determined by the local jurisdiction having land use authority) that 
a release of the subject hazardous material does not pose a major 
threat to the public. c) Pharmaceutical sales, use, storage, and 
distribution centers that do not manufacture pharmaceutical 
products. These exemptions shall not apply to buildings or other 
structures that also function as Critical Facilities under another 
category outlined in these Standards and Regulations. 

3. At-risk population facilities include medical care, congregate care, 
and schools. 
These facilities consist of: 
a. Elder care (nursing homes); 
b. Congregate care serving 12 or more individuals (day care and 

assisted living); 
c. Public and private schools (pre-schools, K-12 schools), before-

school and after-school care serving 12 or more children); 
4. Facilities vital to restoring normal services including government 

operations. 
These facilities consist of: 
a. Essential government operations (public records, courts, jails, 

building permitting and inspection services, community 
administration and management, maintenance and equipment 
centers); 

b. Essential structures for public colleges and universities 
(dormitories, offices, and classrooms only). 

These facilities may be exempted if it is demonstrated to the Board 
that the facility is an element of a redundant system for which 
service will not be interrupted during a flood. At a minimum, it shall 
be demonstrated that redundant facilities are available (either 
owned by the same entity or available through an intergovernmental 
agreement or other contract), the alternative facilities are either 
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located outside of the 100-year floodplain or are compliant with this 
rule, and an operations plan is in effect that states how redundant 
facilities will provide service to the affected area in the event of a 
flood. Evidence of ongoing redundancy shall be provided to the 
Floodplain Administrator on an as-needed basis upon request. 

*Adopted by the BOCC on June 27, 2011. 

11-02-139 CROP FARM 
Land used for the growing, processing, storage, and/or packing of 
agricultural products such as, but not limited to, vegetables, fruits, grains, 
seeds, flowers, ornamental crops, trees, sod, or the like. This includes 
associated crop preparation, harvesting, and processing activities, such as 
mechanical soil preparation, irrigation system construction, spraying, and 
crop processing. Types of crop farms include, but are not limited to, hemp 
farms, nurseries, sod farms, and tree farms. 

11-02-140 CUL-DE-SAC 
A local street with only one (1) outlet, which terminates in a vehicular 
turnaround and having an appropriate terminal for the safe and convenient 
reversal of traffic movement. 

11-02-141 CULVERT 
A drain, ditch or conduit not incorporated in a closed system that carries 
drainage water under a driveway, roadway, pedestrian walk, or public right-
of-way. 

11-02-142 CURB 
A vertical or sloping edge of a roadway. 

11-02-143 DAIRY FARM 
An agricultural operation where milk and milk products are produced, 
processed, packaged, and/or stored. 

11-02-144 DAIRY PRODUCTS PROCESSING 
An establishment that converts raw dairy into a finished packaged form and 
distributes the product to be sold for consumption offsite.  
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11-02-145 DANGEROUS TREES 
Those trees or their parts within the boundaries of any lot or open area 
which may be considered troublesome, a hindrance to the general public, 
or endanger the security and usefulness of any public street, highway, alley, 
sewer or sidewalk. 

11-02-146 DATA CENTER 
A building, a dedicated space within a building, or a group of buildings used 
for the primary purpose of housing computer systems and associated 
components, such as telecommunications and storage systems. 

 

11-02-147   DATA CENTER, ACCESSORY USE  
Data centers, as an accessory use, are co-located at sites producing off-grid 
electrical generation (such as oil & gas, solar, geothermal, and wind facilities) 
and may include supporting equipment such as power generators, cooling 
units, fire suppression systems, and enhanced security features 

11-02-148 DAY CARE CENTER, ADULT 
A facility which provides services to individuals who cannot be left alone 
during the day because of health care and social need, confusion or 
disability.  An alternative to long-term facility care. 
*Adopted by BOCC on December 13, 2010. 

11-02-149 DAY CARE CENTER, CHILD 
An establishment for the care and supervision of children for periods of less 
than twenty-four (24) hours per day. Day care centers include preschools 
and nursery schools.  

11-02-150 DAY CARE HOME, ADULT 
A facility which provides services to no more than four (4) individuals who 
cannot be left alone during the day because of health care and social need, 
confusion or disability.  An alternative to long-term facility care. 
*Adopted by the BOCC on December 13, 2010. 

11-02-151 DAY CARE HOME, CHILD 
A private residence used for the care of twelve (12) or fewer children 
including the occupant’s own children for a period of less than twenty-four 
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(24) hours per day. The operator must possess a license from the Colorado 
Department of Social Services. 

11-02-152 DEDICATION 
Gift or donation of property by the owner to another party. 

11-02-153 DEMOLITION AND CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS LANDFILL 
A disposal site for metal, plastic, glass, concrete, asphalt, brick, wood, dirt, 
and limited amounts of paper products if such paper is an integral part of 
materials used for construction purposes.  

11-02-154 DENSITY 
The permitted number of dwelling units per gross acre of land to be 
developed.  

11-02-155 DEVELOPMENT 
Man-made change to alter or improve real estate including, but not limited 
to; any land disturbing activity, excavation, grading, fill, alteration, land 
subdivision, change in land use, or structural development, including but not 
limited to; construction or installation of a building or structure, creation of 
impervious surfaces for a site that does not meet the definition of 
“Redevelopment”, which affects the quantity or quality of the discharge of 
stormwater runoff. Depending on the scale of the development activity, a 
Stormwater Quality (SWQ) Permit and/or Post-Construction Stormwater 
requirements may be required. 

11-02-156 DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 
A preliminary or final approval of an application for rezoning, planned unit 
development, conditional or special use permit, subdivision, building 
permit, development or site plan, or similar application for new 
construction. 

11-02-157 DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED 
Persons having cerebral palsy, multiple sclerosis, mental retardation, autism, 
or epilepsy. 
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11-02-158 DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
The Director of Community and Economic Development is empowered to 
render interpretations, establish application requirements, provide advice, 
review applications, maintain the comprehensive plan, administer 
standards and regulations, promulgate administrative forms, make 
administrative decisions, and issue administrative permits. 

11-02-159 DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 
The Director of Public Works is empowered to provide advice, review 
applications, administer agreements, administer and enforce standards and 
regulations, promulgate administrative forms, make administrative 
decisions, render interpretations, establish application requirements, and 
issue administrative permits. 
 

11-02-160 DISTRICT REVIEW TEAM (SPECIAL DISTRICT SERVICE PLAN 
REVIEW) 

Staff representatives from departments within Adams County government 
who are responsible for the review of Special District service plans and the 
writing of staff reports to the Planning Commission and the Board of County 
Commissioners. 

11-02-161 DISTURBED AREA 
Any construction activity that results in a change of the existing land (both 
vegetative and non-vegetative). Disturbed area does not include routine 
maintenance to maintain original line and grade, hydraulic capacity or 
original purpose of the facility, normal farming, tillage, fanning, or plowing 
of land that is zoned agricultural, nor does it include the performance of 
emergency work necessary to remedy or prevent an immediate threat to 
life, property or the environment. However, any person performing such 
emergency work shall immediately notify the Department of the emergency 
situation and the actions taken in response to such emergency. The 
Department may require such person to obtain a Stormwater Quality (SWQ) 
Permit in order to implement such emergency remedial measures. 

11-02-162 DOG TRACK 
An establishment where live dogs are raced, or live broadcasts of dog races 
are televised. Typically, bets are placed and paid out within the 
establishment.  
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11-02-163 DOUBLE-FRONTING LOT 
A lot that borders a road right-of-way on opposite sides. Within residential 
or agricultural zone districts, accessory structures on double-fronting lots 
shall be required to meet the minimum setbacks for the primary structure 
of the particular zone district. 

11-02-164 DRIVE-IN ESTABLISHMENT 
An establishment which by design, physical facilities, service or by packaging 
procedures encourages or permits customers to receive services, obtain 
goods, or be entertained while remaining in their motor vehicle.  

11-02-165 DRIVING RANGE 
A tract of land and the related facilities for practicing golf shots. 

11-02-166 DRUG MANUFACTURING 
An industrial establishment or area used for the purpose of manufacturing 
pharmaceutical and non-illicit drugs.   

11-02-167 DRY CLEANERS, RETAIL 
A commercial establishment or area where customers drop off, pick up, and 
pay for garments to be dry-cleaned.  

11-02-168 DRY CLEANING PLANT 
An industrial establishment or area for the purpose of cleaning garments 
and fabrics with any of a variety of nonaqueous agents. 

11-02-169 DWELLING 
A structure or portion thereof used exclusively for human habitation 
including mobile homes, manufactured homes, one-family, two-family, 
multiple family, but not including hotels, motels, or similar establishments. 

11-02-170 DWELLING, ACCESSORY 
Living quarters provided for the sole use of persons (and their families) 
employed on the premises where a principal use exists.  
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11-02-171 DWELLING, CONDOMINIUM 
A building or group of buildings in which units are owned individually, and 
the structure, common areas and facilities are owned by all the owners. 

11-02-172 DWELLING, MULTI-FAMILY 
A dwelling containing more than two (2) dwelling units. 

11-02-173 DWELLING, SINGLE-FAMILY (ATTACHED) 
A single-family residence attached in any way to another residence. 

11-02-174 DWELLING, SINGLE-FAMILY (DETACHED) 
A single-family residence located on a single lot, being the principal use of 
the lot, and not connected to any other residence. 

11-02-175 DWELLING, TOWNHOUSE 
An attached single family dwelling in a row of at least three (3) such units in 
which each unit has its own front and rear access to the outside, no unit is 
located over another unit, and each unit is separated from any other unit by 
one (1) or more common fire resistant walls.  

11-02-176 DWELLING, TWO-FAMILY 
A residence designed, arranged or used exclusively by two (2) families living 
independently of each other in a single structure, excluding Accessory 
Dwelling Units.  

11-02-177 DWELLING UNIT 
One (1) or more rooms used by one (1) family for living or sleeping purposes, 
which contains kitchen and bathroom facilities for the sole use of the 
resident family. 

11-02-178 DWELLING UNIT, ACCESSORY (ADU) 
A subordinate dwelling unit added to, created within, or detached from a 
single-family structure with a separate entrance that provides basic 
requirements for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation. As the 
purpose of an ADU is to be an accessory use/structure to a primary dwelling, 
an ADU shall not be separated to a different parcel or conveyed to different 
ownership from the primary dwelling’s parcel or owner. A single-family 
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structure with an accessory dwelling unit is not considered to be a two-
family dwelling or duplex. If the ADU is adjoined to or placed atop an 
unoccupied structure, such as a garage or covered porch, the garage or 
covered porch shall not be included in the gross floor area counted towards 
the ADU.  Storage and mechanical space, including utility rooms and closet 
space, associated with the ADU shall be counted towards the floor area 
calculation. 

11-02-179 EASEMENT 
A right-of-way granted, but not dedicated, for limited use of private land for 
a public or quasi-public purpose and within which the owner of the property 
shall not erect any permanent structures. 

11-02-180 EATING ESTABLISHMENT 
A retail establishment for selling food and drink for consumption on the 
premises, including lunch counters and refreshment stands selling prepared 
food and drink for immediate consumption. See also “Restaurant”. 

11-02-181 ECONOMICAL SERVICE 
Service equivalent in terms of cost to the service proposed in a Special 
Service District Plan. 

11-02-182 EDUCATIONAL TOURS 
A visit that may include tours and site visits. It provides hands-on learning 
opportunities to a place away from normal places of study. Educational tours 
are built around clear learning objectives to provide an experience outside 
of classrooms or labs. 

11-02-183 ELECTION SIGN 
A sign advocating or advertising the election of any candidate for public 
office or any question upon which a public vote is being taken. 

11-02-184 ELECTRONIC MANUFACTURING 
An industrial establishment or area for the purpose of manufacturing 
electronics. This includes the manufacturing and assembly of small 
electronic appliances. 
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11-02-185 ELECTROPLATING 
The process of plating or coating objects with a metal through electrolysis 
or an industrial establishment or where such processing occurs. 

11-02-186 ENAMELING, LACQUERING, OR GALVANIZING OF METAL 
The process of bonding a glassy substance, usually opaque, to the surface of 
metal through the process of fusion or an industrial establishment or area 
where such processing occurs.  

11-02-187 ENCROACHMENT LINES 
Limits of obstruction to flood flows. These lines are generally parallel to the 
stream. The lines are established by assuming the area landward (outside) 
of the encroachment lines may be ultimately developed in such a way it will 
not be available to convey flood flows. The stream channel and adjoining 
floodplains between these lines will be maintained as open space and will 
be adequate to flood heights, such increase under any condition not 
exceeding one-half (1/2) foot. 

11-02-188 ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREAS 
Environmentally sensitive areas include, but are not limited to, wetlands, 
biological resources, habitats, streams, including ephemeral and 
intermittent, lakes, rivers, springs, national parks, archaeological/historic 
sites, natural heritage areas, tribal lands, drinking water sources, intakes, 
marinas/boat ramps, and wildlife areas.  

11-02-189 EQUAL DEGREE OF ENCROACHMENT 
Equal degree of encroachment is determining the loss of hydraulic carrying 
capacity due to encroachment on each side of the floodplain such that the 
loss of capacity on one side equals the loss of capacity due to encroachment 
on the other.  Determination of the equal degree of encroachment on the 
floodplain shall be performed along a significant reach of the stream.  

11-02-190 EQUESTRIAN ARENA, COMMERCIAL 
An area where activities including, but not limited to, horseback riding, a 
rodeo, a charreada, calf roping and/or riding, bulldogging and barrel racing, 
excluding horse racing, practice and/or training are conducted on premises.    
User fees, dues, admission fees, or other compensation may be paid.  Food 
and/or alcohol may be bought or sold on the premises. 
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11-02-191 EQUESTRIAN ARENA, PERSONAL 
An area where activities including, but not limited to, horseback riding, a 
rodeo, a charreada, calf roping and/or riding, bulldogging and barrel racing 
are conducted for practice, competition or entertainment for the private, 
non-commercial enjoyment of the owner. No more than twenty persons in 
addition to those residing on the property are permitted at any given time.  
Activities exceeding twenty persons in addition to those residing on the 
property are considered commercial equestrian arenas.   User fees, dues, 
admission fees, or other compensation are not permitted. 

11-02-192 EROSION  
Process by which soil particles are detached and transported by wind, water, 
and gravity to a downwind, down slope or downstream location. 

11-02-193 EROSION CONTROL (EC) PLAN 
Civil construction drawing depicting the project site with the locations of all 
erosion and sediment control BMPs, including the associated BMP details, 
which will be installed and maintained during construction. It also includes 
final stabilization practices that will be implemented after construction is 
completed. 

11-02-194 EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL PLAN (ESCP) 
Detailed written plan required to obtain a Stormwater Quality Permit. This 
plan identifies measures that will be implemented to control erosion, 
prevent sediment from traveling outside the construction site’s permitted 
area, and minimize the discharge of pollutants in stormwater from the 
commencement of construction activities until Final Stabilization is 
achieved. The narrative ESCP also includes the EC Plan. Also referred to as 
“Stormwater Management Plan” (SWMP) by the State of Colorado, or 
“Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan” (SWPPP) for construction activities 
by EPA. 

11-02-195 ESSENTIAL FACILITIES 
Water dependent uses shall be located in or adjacent to water bodies and/or 
in floodplains and/or in wetland areas. 

11-02-196 ESTABLISHMENT 
A place of business together with its employees, merchandise, and 
equipment. 
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11-02-197 EVENT CENTER  
A facility consisting of structures or premises used to accommodate the 
assembly of persons for private or public meetings, parties, weddings, 
wedding receptions, reunions, birthday celebrations, charitable 
fundraisers, and any other social engagement purposes, or similar such 
uses. Such use may include the provision of food, beverages, and 
entertainment.  

11-02-198 EVIDENCE 
Any map, table, chart, contract, or any other document or testimony given, 
prepared, or certified by a qualified person to attest to a specific fact. 

11-02-199 EXCAVATION AND HAULING OPERATION, MAJOR 
Any significant disturbance and removal of soils from a property that will 
affect an area of more than ten (10) acres or have a term in excess of three-
hundred-sixty-five (365) days. 

11-02-200 EXCAVATION AND HAULING OPERATION, MINOR 
Any significant disturbance and removal of soils from a property that will 
affect a maximum area of ten (10) acres and have a term less than three-
hundred-sixty-five (365) days. 

11-02-201 EXEMPTION FROM PLATTING 
A release from the requirements of platting by resolution of the Board of 
County Commissioners in accordance with the terms set forth in these 
standards and regulations. 

11-02-202 EXISTING TRAFFIC-GENERATING DEVELOPMENT 
The most intense use of land within the twelve-(12) months prior to the time 
of commencement of Traffic-Generation Development. 

11-02-203 EXOTIC ANIMAL FARM 
An agricultural operation where animals native to a foreign country or of 
foreign origin or character, not native to the United States, or introduced 
from abroad are kept, raised, bred, or slaughtered for the purposes of 
commercial sale. 
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11-02-204 EXPLOSION 
The rapid oxidation of a combustible creating heat and fire, and displacing 
large amounts of air. 

11-02-205 EXPLOSIVE MANUFACTURING AND STORAGE 
An industrial establishment or area for the purpose of manufacturing and 
storage of explosives.  

11-02-206 EXPLOSIVES 
Materials or products, which decompose by detonation when in sufficient 
concentration. 

11-02-207 EXTRACTION AND DISPOSAL USES 
This use category includes: extraction uses such as mining, quarrying, 
drilling, and pumping, and disposal uses such as junk, scrap, or salvage 
yards, landfills, sludge disposal or storage, construction material stockpiling, 
resource recovery facilities, and trash compaction or transfer stations, and 
any other form of waste management facilities and all extraction uses, not 
including oil and gas well drilling and production as defined within this 
chapter. These uses create major disruptions to the area’s environment even 
when carefully regulated. Dust, dirt, noise, and unsightly conditions can be 
anticipated. None of these uses is an acceptable neighbor in a residential 
environment. 

11-02-208 EXTRAORDINARY COSTS 
Unique and/or one-time costs defined as such according to Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP). 

11-02-209 FAA AERONAUTICAL STUDY ON OBSTRUCTIONS 
A study conducted by the Federal Aviation Administration to examine the 
effects of buildings and structures on such factors as aircraft operational 
capabilities; electronic and procedural requirements; and airport hazard 
standards.  

11-02-210 FACT FINDING REVIEW 
An investigation by the Director of Community and Economic Development 
as to the facts regarding compliance of an operator with a permit approved 
by the Director of Community and Economic Development.  
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11-02-211 FAIRGROUNDS 
An area of land used to hold events, fairs, trade shows, activities focused on 
agriculture, and the like, which are generally open to the public with or 
without an admission charge and which may include as an accessory use the 
sale of goods to the public as gifts or for their own use. Fairgrounds may 
include structures to support these activities.  

11-02-212 FAMILY 
An individual or three (3) or more persons related by blood, marriage, or 
legal adoption, living together in a dwelling unit as a single housekeeping 
unit. Persons not related by blood, marriage, or legal adoption shall be 
deemed to constitute a family where they are living and cooking together as 
a single housekeeping unit, but shall not include unrelated students 
attending colleges or universities. 

11-02-213 FARMING 
This use category includes farming and other supporting agricultural uses. 
Farming includes traditional farming, sod farming, tree farming, and animal 
farming in unconfined operations. 

11-02-214 FARM MACHINERY MANUFACTURING AND ASSEMBLY 
An industrial establishment or area for the purpose of farm machinery 
manufacturing and assembly. 

11-02-215 FARM MACHINERY SALES 
A business or commercial use where agricultural equipment such as, but not 
limited to, tractors, cultivators, plows, sprayers, spreaders, mowers, balers, 
front end loaders, and skid loaders, is repaired, maintained, or offered for 
sale.  

11-02-216 FARM SUPPLY SALES 
A business or commercial use operated primarily for the support of 
agricultural needs through the sale of farm tools and implements, animal 
feed, grain, tack, plants and seeds, horticultural supplies, and similar 
products. This definition excludes the sale of large implements, such as 
tractors and combines. 
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11-02-217 FARMERS MARKET 
A structure or place where agricultural produce is brought for the purposes 
of retail sales. (Note: A farmers market differs from a produce stand in that 
there may be more than one (1) seller allowed per parcel of land and the 
structure from which produce is sold at a farmers’ market need not be 
portable or capable of being dismantled or removed from the site.) 

11-02-218 FEEDLOTS 
A commercial establishment where livestock are kept confined in a 
compound or fenced area in order to be fattened for sale or slaughter.  

11-02-219 FEEPAYER 
A person commencing traffic generating land development activity who is 
obligated to pay a Regional Traffic impact fee in accordance with the terms 
of these regulations. 

11-02-220 FENCE 
 
Any wall or structure constructed for the purpose of enclosing, screening, 
restricting access to, or providing decoration to any lot, building or structure.  
Except where otherwise required in this Code, regulations governing the 
height, location and opacity of fences also apply to walls, hedges or 
landscaping used in lieu of a fence or in combination with a fence.  A fence 
includes all elements of the structure , including the base, footings, 
supporting columns, post, braces, gates, structural members, or any other 
of its appendages. 

11-02-221 FERTILIZER MANUFACTURING AND PROCESSING 
Any place where a commercial fertilizer, soil conditioner, plant amendment, 
or compost is manufactured, produced, compounded, mixed, blended, or in 
any way altered chemically or physically. 

11-02-222 FINAL PLAT 
The final map of all or a portion of a subdivision, which is presented for final 
approval. 
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11-02-223 FINAL STABILIZATION 
Condition reached when all ground surface disturbing activities at the site 
have been completed, and uniform vegetative cover has been established 
with an individual plant density of at least seventy percent (70%) of pre-
disturbance levels, or equivalent permanent, physical erosion reduction 
methods have been employed. 

11-02-224 FINANCIAL INSTITUTION 
A business engaged in monetary transactions including banks, savings and 
loans, thrifts, and lending institutions. 

11-02-225 FIRE CHIEF 
The chief of staff or top employee of a fire protection district. 

11-02-226 FIRE DISTRICT 
A special district created according to state statutes to provide fire 
protection and prevention services to property within Adams County. 

11-02-227 FIRE STATION 
An establishment used for the storage of fire trucks and emergency medical 
vehicles, which also contains office space and living quarters for firefighting 
personnel. 

11-02-228 FIREWOOD SALES, STORAGE, AND SPLITTING 
A commercial establishment or area for the purpose of firewood sales, 
splitting, and storage. 

11-02-229 FIREWORKS 
Only those items not prohibited by Colorado Law (See C.R.S. Section 12-28-
101) which include toy caps which do not contain more than twenty five 
hundredths of a grain of explosive compound per cap, sparklers, trick 
matches, cigarette loads, trick noise makers, toy smoke devices, and novelty 
auto alarms. 

11-02-230 FIREWORKS STAND 
A temporary structure permitted by these standards and regulations for the 
sale of or dispensing of fireworks. 
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11-02-231 FISH HATCHERY 
A commercial establishment where fish eggs are hatched and fish are raised 
and sold for use in stocking streams and lakes, or for food. 

11-02-232 FLAG 
Any fabric, banner, or bunting containing distinctive colors, patterns, or 
symbols. 

11-02-233 FLAMMABLE GAS 
Gas that has no flash point and will ignite without preheating of any kind. 

11-02-234 FLEA MARKET 
An occasional or periodic market held in an open area or structure where 
groups of individual sellers offer goods for sale to the public. 

11-02-235 FLOOD CONTROL OVERLAY DISTRICT VARIANCE 
A grant of relief from the requirements of the Flood Control regulations, 
which permit construction in a manner that would otherwise be prohibited 
by these standards and regulations. 

11-02-236 FLOOD CONTROL REGULATIONS APPEAL 
A request for a review of the interpretation of any provision of the flood 
control regulations or a request for a determination or variance. 

11-02-237 FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP (F.I.R.M.) 
The official map on which the Federal Emergency Management Agency has 
delineated both the areas of special flood hazards and the risk premium 
zone applicable to the community. 

11-02-238 FLOOD INSURANCE STUDY 
The official report provided in which the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency has provided flood profiles, as well as the flood boundaries, 
floodway map, and the water surface elevation of the base flood. 
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11-02-239 FLOOD HAZARD AREA 
The land in the floodplain subject to one (1) percent or greater chance of 
flooding in any given year. It normally consists of the floodway and the flood 
fringe areas.  

11-02-240 FLOOD HAZARD AREA, DEVELOPMENT IN A 
Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including, 
but not limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, 
grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations located within the area of 
special flood hazard. 

11-02-241 FLOOD OR FLOODING 
A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of 
normally dry land areas from the overflow of inland or tidal waters and/or 
the unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any 
source. 

11-02-242 FLOOD PROFILE 
A graph or a longitudinal profile drawing showing the relationship of the 
water surface elevation of a flood event to location along a stream or river. 

11-02-243 FLOOD PROOFING 
A combination of structural provisions, changes, or adjustments to 
properties and structures subject to flooding primarily for the reduction or 
elimination of flood damage to properties, water and sanitary facilities, 
structures, and contents of buildings. 

11-02-244 FLOOD PROTECTION ELEVATION 
An elevation one (1) foot above the elevation or flood profile of the 100-
year flood under existing channel and floodplain conditions.  Critical 
facilities, as identified by the Board of County Commissioners pursuant to 
these Standards and Regulations, shall be subject to a flood protection 
elevation of two (2) feet above the base flood elevation or flood profile of 
the 100-year flood under existing channel and floodplain conditions. 

11-02-245 FLOOD STORAGE AREA 
The fringe area of the floodplain in which flows are characteristically of 
shallow depths and low velocities. 
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11-02-246 FLOODPLAIN 
Land adjacent to a watercourse subject to flooding as a result of the 
occurrence of the 100-year or one percent (1%) frequency flood of a 
watercourse.  This term is synonymous with the term “flood hazard area”. 

11-02-247 FLOODPLAIN ADMINISTRATOR 
The person designated by these standards and regulations to administer the 
provisions of the Flood Control Overlay Zone District Regulations and subject 
to the provisions of Section 3-34-04-03 Floodplain Administrator. 

11-02-248 FLOODWAY 
The area of the floodplain required for the reasonable passage or 
conveyance of the 100-year flood which will convey the base flood with not 
more than a one-half (0.5) foot rise in the water surface elevation based on 
the assumption there will be an equal degree of encroachment extended for 
a significant segment on both sides of the water course. 

11-02-249 FLOOR AREA, COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL 
The total area of floor space within interior walls of a structure, excluding 
basement. 

11-02-250 FLOOR AREA, RESIDENTIAL 
Total area of a dwelling excluding basement, carport or garage.   

11-02-251 FLOUR MILL 
A mill for grinding grain into flour. 

11-02-252 FOOD PROCESSING AND STORAGE 
An industrial establishment used to process, package, and store food 
product, excluding the killing and dressing of any flesh or fowl. Retail sales 
of food product are permitted as an accessory use for off premise 
consumption.  

11-02-253 FOSTER FAMILY CARE 
A home designated by the Courts, Social Service Department, or other 
competent authority for care and/or education of children under the age of 
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eighteen (18) years unrelated to the foster parents by blood, adoption, or 
marriage. 

11-02-254 FORESTRY AND SILVICULTURE 
This use category includes uses related to the management, cultivation, 
harvest, and/or reforestation of forests.  
 

11-02-255 FRAGILE SOILS 
Those soils which (1) have not been under tillage within the five (5) years 
previous to the filing of an application for a permit to till fragile soils under 
these regulations and (2) are designated as Class VI or Class VII soils in the 
Soil Survey of Adams County, Colorado published by the United States 
Department of Agriculture in cooperation with the Colorado Agricultural 
Experiment Station in October, 1974, and any other subsequent soil survey 
of Adams County issued by the above-named agency.  

11-02-256 FREESTANDING SIGN 
Any sign supported by structures or supports placed on or anchored in the 
ground and are independent from any building or other structure.  

11-02-257 FRONTAGE ROADS 
Those roads lying between a controlled access street or highway and 
adjacent property that provide access to said property.  

11-02-258     FUELING STATION 
A structure or property on or in which the principal use is the retail sale of 
gasoline, oil, or other fuel for motor vehicles and which may include, as an 
incidental use, a convenience store, the retail sale and installation of vehicle 
accessories, the making of minor repairs, and facilities for washing and 
servicing of not more than three (3) vehicles completely enclosed in a 
structure. 

11-02-259 FUNERAL HOME / FUNERAL PARLOR 
An establishment with facilities for the preparation of the deceased for 
burial or cremation to include embalming, for the viewing of the body, and 
for funerals.  Also known as a Mortuary. 
*Adopted by the BOCC on December 13, 2010. 
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11-02-260 FUR FARM 
An agricultural operation where fur-bearing animals are kept, raised, bred, 
or slaughtered for the purposes of commercial sale. 

11-02-261 GALVANIZING OF METAL 
See “Enameling, Lacquering, or Galvanizing of Metal”. 

11-02-262 GARAGE, MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR AND SERVICE 
An establishment or area used for the repair, rebuilding, reconstruction, 
painting, inside storage, or servicing of vehicles or a portion thereof up to 1-
1/2 ton factory rated capacity, but which does not include the storage or 
dismantling of wrecked motor vehicles or storage of junk. 

11-02-263 GARAGE, PRIVATE 
A structure that is accessory to a dwelling and which is used for the parking 
and storage of vehicles owned and operated by the residents of the 
dwelling, and which is not a separate commercial enterprise available to the 
public.  

11-02-264 GARAGE SALE 
A sale of old or used belongings held at a private residence.  

11-02-265 GARDEN PLOT 
An assigned space reserved for the use of an organized group of community 
members for the purpose of gardening.  The garden plot shall be managed 
and maintained by the active participation of the gardeners themselves. 
*Adopted by the BOCC on December 13, 2010. 

11-02-266 GAS OR LIQUIFIED PETROLEUM GAS STORAGE 
An industrial establishment or area for the storage of gas or liquefied 
petroleum gas in approved portable metal cylinders for above ground 
storage. 

11-02-267 GAS MIGRATION 
The movement of combustible gases through porous soil. 
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11-02-268 GAS PROCESSING PLANT 
Any establishment and appurtenant facilities utilized in the gas stripping 
process or coal gasification process to obtain a refined product.  

11-02-269 GOLF COURSE 
A tract of land for playing golf, improved with tees, greens, fairways, hazards, 
and which may include clubhouses and shelters. 

11-02-270 GOLF, MINIATURE 
A tract of land for playing miniature golf which is played with a putter and 
golf ball in which each hole constitutes an obstacle course consisting of 
alleys, tunnels, bridges and the like through which the ball must be driven 
to hole it. 

11-02-271 GRAFFITI 
Any writing, printing, marks, signs, symbols, figures, designs, inscriptions or 
other drawings which are scratched, scrawled, painted, drawn, or otherwise 
placed on any exterior surface of a structure, wall, fence, sidewalk, curb, or 
other permanent structure on public or private property which have the 
effect of defacing the property. 

11-02-272 GRAIN ELEVATOR 
A structure in which grain is stored and handled by means of mechanical 
elevator and conveyor devices, for the eventual transferal to trucks, train 
cars, or other forms of transportation. 

11-02-273 GRAIN MILL 
A facility where grain, such as corn, wheat, rye, oats, or barley, is ground into 
flour. 

11-02-274 GRASSED WATERWAY / SOD WATERWAY 
A natural or constructed waterway or outlet shaped or graded and 
established in suitable vegetation as needed for the safe disposal of runoff 
from a field, diversion, terrace, or other structure. 
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11-02-275 GREENHOUSE 
A structure whose roof and sides are made largely of glass or other 
transparent or translucent material and in which the temperature and 
humidity can be regulated for the cultivation of delicate or out-of-season 
plants. 

11-02-276 GROSS USABLE AREA 
The total floor area within a building excluding storage area, common 
hallways, etc. 

11-02-277 GROUND FLOOR AREA OF PRINCIPAL BUILDING 
The area, in square feet, of the ground floor of the principal building on the 
lot measured by the extreme outside dimensions of the structure. 

11-02-278 GROUP LIVING FACILITY 
A facility licensed by the Courts, Social Service Department, or other 
competent governmental authority for housing residents in a group home 
which include a group home for the aged, residential treatment center, 
group home for the mentally ill, home for social rehabilitation, group home 
for the developmentally disabled, communal home, specialized group 
facility, receiving home for more than four (4) foster home residents, 
residential child care facility, or shelter for domestic violence. 

11-02-279 GUARD DOGS 
Any dog placed within an enclosure, on a commercial or industrial zoned lot, 
for the protection of persons or property by attacking or threatening to 
attack any unauthorized person found within the enclosure patrolled by the 
dog. 

11-02-280 GUN AND ARCHERY RANGE 
An establishment designed to provide practice in the use of firearms and 
bow and arrow under controlled conditions so public health and safety are 
protected. Gun and archery ranges may include the sale of firearms, bows, 
arrows, associated equipment or supplies, food, and sanitary facilities. 

11-02-281 HALFWAY HOUSE 
A facility which houses residents which have been sent subject to criminal 
corrective action by means of any sentence, suspended sentence, 
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probation, parole, work release, conditional release from prison, jail, or 
other correction facility, deferred judgment, deferred prosecution, criminal 
diversion program, or similar order, program, condition, or requirements 
imposed, arranged, or ordered by any referring agency resulting from any 
criminal charge or conviction.  Also known as: transitional house or diversion 
center. 
*Adopted by the BOCC on December 13, 2010. 

11-02-282 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
Includes, but is not limited to, inorganic mineral acids of sulfur, fluorine, 
chlorine, nitrogen, chromium, phosphorous, selenium and arsenic and their 
common salts; lead, nickel, and mercury and their inorganic salts or metallo-
organic derivatives; coal, tar acids such as phenol and cresols and their salts 
and all radioactive materials and wastes. 

11-02-283 HAZARDOUS WASTE 
Any hazardous material so defined in C.R.S. Section 25-15-101 (9), and any 
waste that requires special handling to avoid illness or injury to persons or 
damage to property. 

11-02-284 HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAL SITE 
A disposal site as defined in C.R.S. Section 25-15-200.3 (5). 

11-02-285 HEALTH SPA 
A commercial establishment providing instruction or equipment designed 
to promote or improve the health of clients. 

11-02-286 HEAVY INDUSTRIAL 
This use category includes: construction, manufacturing, processing, 
transportation, and public utilities, and those uses with severe potential for 
negative impact on any uses located relatively close to them. It includes uses 
that require unenclosed structures that are large, tall and unsightly, such as 
concrete batch plants. Heavy industrial uses have enormous potential for 
generation of dust, noise and odor and may require large areas of exterior 
storage. The following uses are permitted: heavy construction contractors; 
heavy logistics center; meat processing, packing, packaging, and slaughter; 
alcoholic beverages; sawmills; paper, pulp, or paperboard mills; chemicals 
and allied products manufacturing except drugs; petroleum products 
manufacturing; rubber and miscellaneous plastics manufacturing; stone and 
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clay products; transportation equipment; railroad transportation; utility 
production or processing facilities, but not offices or transmission or 
distribution; the storage and disassembly of vehicles and the re-assembly of 
various parts; asphalt and concrete production facilities; chemical 
manufacturing; manufactured homes, trailers, truck, and automobile 
manufacturing; auction yards with livestock; and salvage yards. 

11-02-287 HEAVY MANUFACTURING OR PROCESSING 
Manufacturing and processing in which operations are carried on which will 
be likely to create smoke, fumes, noise, odor, vibration, or dust, or which 
may be detrimental to the health, safety, or general welfare of the 
community. The following uses are examples of heavy manufacturing or 
processing: abrasive manufacturing, acid manufacturing; asbestos products 
manufacturing; boiler or tank manufacturing; bone reduction; caustic soda 
manufacturing; celluloid manufacturing; coal, coke yards, or coal 
classifications, felt manufacturing; fossil fuel manufacturing; detergent, 
soap and by-products manufacturing using animal fat; disinfectant, 
insecticide, or poison manufacturing; distillation of bone, refuse, grain, and 
wood; dye manufacturing; fuel, oil, gasoline, and petroleum products (bulk 
storage and/or sale); hazardous waste treatment facility; linseed oil, shellac, 
and turpentine manufacturing and refinery; lubrication and grease 
manufacturing; lumber mills, planing mills, and storage of logs; oil 
compounding; paint and enamel manufacturing; pickle manufacturing; 
scrap processing or shredding yard; smelting or refining of metal; sugar and 
beet refining; tar and waterproofing (materials manufacturing, treatment, 
and bulk storage). 

11-02-288 HEAVY RETAIL AND HEAVY SERVICES 
Heavy retail and heavy service uses include retail and/or service activities 
that have large amounts of exterior service or storage areas or partially 
enclosed structures and may generate more off-site impacts such as: 
automobile dealers; automotive repair except top, body, upholstery repair, 
paint, and tire retreading shops; automotive services except wrecking or 
towing storage yards; mobile home and manufactured housing dealers with 
mobile home sales office; auto/truck rental/leasing; cold storage; cabinet 
manufacturing with sales; radio and TV broadcasting station; flea market; 
firewood sales, storage, and splitting; and pawn shops. 
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11-02-289 HELIPORT 
An area, either at ground level or elevated on a structure, licensed and 
approved for the landing and takeoff of helicopters, and any appurtenant 
structures or facilities which may include parking, waiting room, refueling, 
maintenance, repair, or storage facilities. 

11-02-290 HEMP FARM 
Land used for the growing, cutting, baling storage, and packaging of 
industrial hemp.  

11-02-291 HEMP MANUFACTURING AND EXTRACTION 
The act of taking the cultivated hemp plant and extracting cannabidiol (CBD) 
oil to then add said oil to already manufactured products and/or 
manufacturing products containing the CBD oil.  This use also includes the 
manufacture of products from cultivated hemp such as rope and textiles.  
Hemp for these purposes shall be industrial hemp as defined in CRS Article 
61, section 35-61-101(7) that means a plant of the genus Cannabis and any 
part of the plant, whether growing or not, containing a delta-9 
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) concentration of no more than three-tenths of 
one percent (0.3% THC) on a dry weight basis. 

11-02-292 HIGH OCCUPANCY BUILDING UNIT 
Means any School, Nursing Facility as defined in C.R.S. § 25.5-4-103(14), 
hospital, life care institutions as defined in C.R.S. § 12-13-101, or correction 
facility as defined in C.R.S. § 17-1-102(1.7), provided the facility or 
institution regularly serves 50 or more persons; or an operating child care 
center as defined in C.R.S. § 26-6-102(1.5).  

11-02-293 HIGH RISE 
A multifamily dwelling greater than three (3) stories in height and requiring 
an elevator for access to upper floors. 

11-02-294 HOME OCCUPATION 
A business, profession, occupation or trade conducted for personal gain or 
support of the residential occupation and conducted within a residential 
building or accessory structure to a residential use. 
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11-02-295 HORSE TRAILER SALES AND RENTAL 
A commercial establishment or area for the purpose of horse trailer sales 
and rental. 

11-02-296 HOSPITAL 
An establishment that provides medical or surgical care and treatment for 
the sick and the injured, where overnight stays are routine, and may include 
necessary accessory facilities such as laboratories, outpatient, or training 
facilities. 

11-02-297 HOSPITALITY BUSINESS 
A Marijuana Hospitality Business or Retail Marijuana Hospitality and Sales 
Business, as defined. 

11-02-298 HOTEL OR MOTEL 
A commercial establishment, which offers lodging accommodations to the 
general public and provides additional services such as restaurants, meeting 
rooms, and recreation facilities. A hotel or motel shall provide a minimum 
of six (6) guestrooms. 

11-02-299 HOUSEHOLD PETS 
Domesticated dogs and cats, small animals (rabbits, guinea pigs, hamsters, 
chinchillas, mice, and fish), reptiles (non-venomous only), and birds 
(parakeets, canaries, cockatiels, parrots) kept in cages, which are 
customarily kept in the home.  

11-02-300 ILLICIT / ILLEGAL DISCHARGE  
Any direct or indirect discharge to the storm drainage system that is not 
composed entirely of stormwater as defined in Adams County Ordinance 
No.11, as amended. 

11-02-301 IMPACT FEE ADMINISTRATION 
The person or persons designated by the County Administrator to 
administer the Regional Traffic Impact Fee Regulations. 
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11-02-302 IMPERVIOUS AREA 
Developed area with covering or pavement that prevents the land’s natural 
ability to absorb and infiltrate typical precipitation and irrigation events. 
Impervious areas include, but are not limited to; roof tops, walkways, 
patios, driveways, parking lots, storage areas, impervious concrete and 
asphalt, and any other continuous non-pervious pavement or covering. 

11-02-303 IMPROVEMENT 
Any man-made, immovable item that becomes part of, is placed upon, or is 
affixed to a structure or lot. 

11-02-304 INCIDENTAL SALES  
Retail sales and the sale of food on the premises where retail activities and 
food sales is not a primary reason to frequent the establishment, but where 
goods and food is offered for purchase as a convenience to the customer.  

11-02-305 INCIDENTAL SIGN 
A sign without a commercial message, usually informational, that has a 
purpose secondary to the use of the lot on which it is located, such as "no 
parking," "entrance," "loading only," telephone," and other similar 
directives.  

11-02-306 INCINERATOR 
An engineered apparatus used to burn waste substances and in which all the 
combustion factors, temperature, retention time, turbulence and 
combustion air, can be controlled. 

11-02-307 INCLUSION 
The process by which a Special District's boundaries are altered through the 
addition of real property.  

11-02-308 INCREASING THE EXISTING DESIGN CAPACITY 
The addition of any buildings, structures, or other property which creates an 
increase in the capacity of the facility, beyond which was approved in the 
original application, but shall not apply to technological modifications or 
minor apparatus which increase capacity without an increase in resource 
consumption, pollutant discharge, or noise levels. 
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11-02-309 INDOOR COMMERCIAL RECREATION/ENTERTAINMENT 
This use category includes: all indoor commercial amusement facilities 
(except “Sexually Oriented Businesses”) including, but not limited to: 
bowling alleys; indoor sports arenas; physical fitness facilities; movie 
theaters; Event Centers; video arcades; and pool arcades. 

11-02-310 INDUSTRIAL USES 
Industrial uses include business park uses; extraction and disposal uses; 
heavy industry; heavy manufacturing or processing; landscape storage 
yards; light industry; light manufacturing or processing; major energy 
facilities; moderate manufacturing or processing; and outdoor storage. 

11-02-311 INERT FILL MATERIAL FOR GRADING 
Uncontaminated, natural earthen material including sand, loam, crushed 
rock, soil, and/or rock or stones either singularly or in combination, that 
does not contain putrescible or hazardous matter, liquid or hardened 
cementitious material, brick, concrete, metal materials, asphalt or asphalt 
pieces, or any chemical substance in concentrations of residential screen 
levels for soil contaminants as specified by Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment. 

11-02-312 INERT FILL MATERIAL FOR LANDFILLING 
As defined in C.R.S. Section 25-15-101(14), non-water soluble, non-
putrescible, stable, inorganic, non-hazardous, non-leaching solid material 
that is uneconomic or impractical to reuse or recycle and that is visibly free 
of oil, adhesives, stains, paint, metal materials, and free of contaminants 
based on the knowledge of the source of the material or on representative 
sampling and analysis of such material.  Inert fill material for landfilling 
purposes includes brick, ceramic, cement cured for more than 60 days, 
concrete, masonry, bituminous concrete, asphalt fragments which are not 
located within the water table, rock and dirt. Street sweepings from street 
cleaning machines are not considered inert material and are instead 
considered solid waste. 

11-02-313 INFECTIOUS WASTE 
Any material as defined in C.R.S. Section 25-15-402 (1). This includes waste 
capable of producing an infectious disease and requires the consideration 
of certain factors as described in state statutes necessary for induction of 
disease. Generally, the waste must contain pathogens with sufficient 
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virulence and quantity so that exposure to the waste by a susceptible host 
could result in disease.  

11-02-314 INSTITUTIONAL CARE 
This use category includes: convents or monasteries; nursing homes; 
hospitals/clinics; foster homes; sanitariums; convalescent homes; 
protective living facilities; boarding/rooming houses; and sheltered care 
homes.  

11-02-315 INSTITUTIONAL USES 
Institutional uses include institutional care; jails and prisons; neighborhood 
indoor uses; outdoor public uses; places of worship; public service; and 
universities. 

11-02-316 INSULATION MATERIAL SALES AND STORAGE 
A commercial establishment or area for the sale and/or storage of insulation 
materials.  

11-02-317 INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT CLEAR ZONE 
An area devoted to those uses identified in Article IV of the 
Intergovernmental Agreement on a New Airport.  

11-02-318 JAILS AND PRISONS 
This use category includes jails; prisons; penal institutions; or other facilities 
for the processing and confinement of persons held in lawful custody.  

11-02-319 JUNK 
Any manufactured goods, appliances, fixtures, furniture, machinery, motor 
vehicle or trailer which is abandoned, demolished or dismantled, and such 
discarded or generally unusable material as scrap metal, scrap material, 
waste, bottles, tin cans, paper, garbage, boxes, crates, rags, used lumber, 
building materials, motor vehicles, machinery parts, and used tires (these 
are by way of example and not by way of limitation). 
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11-02-320 KENNEL/CATTERY, COMMERCIAL 
This use category includes facilities where four (4) or more animals of the 
canine or feline family are kept, maintained, sheltered or boarded for 
compensation. 

11-02-321 KENNEL/CATTERY, PRIVATE 
Premises where more than the maximum allowable number of dogs and/or 
cats are kept for the private, non-commercial enjoyment of the owner(s). 
This does not include offspring less than five (5) months of age belonging to 
one of the adult animals. Boarding dogs and/or cats other than those 
animals owned by the resident and/or owner and immediate family is 
prohibited. 

11-02-322 LANDSCAPE STORAGE YARD 
An unenclosed portion of the lot or parcel upon which a landscape business 
owner maintains a principal office or a permanent business.  Designation of 
the lot or parcel as a landscape storage yard would allow this area to be used 
to store and maintain construction equipment and other materials 
customarily used in the trade.  
*Adopted by the BOCC on December 13, 2010. 

11-02-323 LANDSCAPED AREA 
Land set aside for the purpose of planting and maintaining trees, shrubs, 
ground cover or grasses, as well as associated ornamental nonliving 
materials.  

11-02-324 LANDSCAPING 
Landscaping shall mean those plants and associated nonliving ornamental 
materials, which are permitted in Section 4-15.  

11-02-325 LARGER COMMON PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT OR SALE 
Contiguous area where multiple, separate and distinct construction 
activities may be taking place at different times on different schedules but 
remain related. Contiguous means construction activities located in close 
proximity to each other, within ¼ mile. This includes phased projects, 
projects with multiple filings or lots, and projects in a contiguous area that 
may be unrelated but still under the same contract or same plan. If a 
construction project disturbs less than one acre, but is part of a common 
plan of development or sale, the disturbed area of the entire plan within the 
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MS4 Permitted Area must be considered in determining SWQ Permit and/or 
Post-Construction Stormwater requirements, and all portions of the project 
must be covered. 

11-02-326 LEVEL OF SERVICE 
A qualitative measure describing operational conditions, from “A” (best) to 
“F” (worst), within a traffic stream or at intersections, which is quantified for 
road segments by determination of a volume to capacity ratio (V/C), which 
is a measurement of the amount of capacity of a road which is being utilized 
by traffic. 

11-02-327 LETTER OF MAP REVISION (LOMR)  
A Letter of Map Revision is an official revision to the currently effective 
FEMA map. It is issued by FEMA and changes flood zones, delineations, and 
elevations. 

11-02-328 LETTER OF MAP REVISION BASED ON FILL (LOMR-F) 
FEMA’s modification of the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) shown on the 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) based on the placement of fill outside the 
existing regulatory floodway. 

11-02-329 LIBRARY, PUBLIC 
An establishment operated by a public agency or nonprofit organization 
used to keep literary and artistic materials, such as books, periodicals, 
newspapers, pamphlets, and prints, for reading, reference, or borrowing. 

11-02-330 LICENSE 
Means: (a) to grant a license or registration pursuant to these Regulations; 
and (b) (i) Official or legal permission to do a specific thing; (ii) Proof of 
permission granted in the form of a document. 

11-02-331 LICENSED HOSPITALITY BUSINESS 
A Marijuana Hospitality Business or Retail Marijuana Hospitality and Sales 
Business. 



Chapter 11—Definitions  
WORDS, TERMS, AND PHRASES October 17, 2023 

11-56 Adams County Development Standards and Regulations 

11-02-332 LICENSED PREMISES 
The premises specified in an application for a license under these 
Regulations, which are owned or in possession of the licensee and within 
which the licensee is authorized to cultivate, manufacture, distribute, 
consume or  sell marijuana in accordance with the provisions of these 
Regulations and in accordance with the provisions of the Colorado 
Marijuana Code and any rules adopted pursuant thereto. 

11-02-333 LICENSEE 
a person licensed or registered pursuant to these Regulations. 

11-02-334 LICENSING REGULATIONS 
The Adams County Licensing Regulations as adopted by the Adams County 
Board of County Commissioners. 

11-02-335 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL 
This use category includes: manufacturing, assembly, processing, storage 
transportation, construction, repair and wholesale uses such as: general 
building contractors; special trade contractors; dairy and food processing 
and manufacturing facilities; textiles and apparel; logistics center; lumber, 
building materials, and wood products; furniture and fixtures; paper 
products, except mills; printing and publishing; drug manufacturing; leather 
and leather products, including tanning and finishing; fabricated metal, 
sheet metal shops, metal products manufacturing; electric and electronic 
equipment, including electronic distribution and electrical industrial; 
instruments and related products; meat processing and packaging, 
excluding meat packing and slaughter; miscellaneous manufacturing 
industries; local and interurban passenger transit; trucking and general 
warehousing; mini-storage; transportation services; wholesale trade 
(durable and non-durable); fuel and ice dealers; welding repair; automotive 
repair, including top, body, upholstery repair, paint, and tire re-treading 
shops; special warehousing and storage; recreational vehicle storage; dry 
cleaning plants; auction houses without livestock; and bus repair. Light 
industrial uses shall have limited outdoor storage and are those uses where 
no effects from noise, smoke, glare, vibration, fumes or other environmental 
factors are measurable at the property line. 

11-02-336 LIGHT MANUFACTURING OR PROCESSING 
Manufacturing and processing in which no operations are carried on which 
will be likely to create smoke, fumes, noise, odor, vibration, or dust, or which 
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will be detrimental to the health, safety, or general welfare of the 
community. The following are examples of light manufacturing or 
processing: beverage manufacturing; book binding; canvas products 
manufacturing; clothing or cloth manufacturing; office and computing 
machines; electronics manufacturing; furnace installation, repair, and 
cleaning; hosiery manufacturing; machine shops; machine tool 
manufacturing; machinery sales; public utility storage, yards, and service 
installments; shoe manufacturing; sign manufacturing, repair, and 
maintenance. 

11-02-337 LIMITED ACCESS AREAS 
Subject to the provisions of C.R.S. §44-10-1001,means a building, room or 
other contiguous area upon the licensed premises where regulated 
marijuana is consumed, grown, cultivated, stored, weighed, packaged, sold, 
or possessed for sale, under control of the licensee, with limited access to 
only those persons licensed by the State Licensing Authority and those 
visitors escorted by a person licensed by the state licensing authority.  All 
areas of ingress or egress or limited access areas must be clearly identified 
as such by a sign as designated by the state licensing authority. 
 

11-02-338 LINSEED OIL, SHELLAC, AND TURPENTINE MANUFACTURING OR 
REFINERY 

An industrial establishment or area for the purpose of manufacturing or 
refining linseed oil, shellac, or turpentine. 

11-02-339 LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY  
Domestic animals of types customarily raised or kept on farms or ranches 
for profit or other productive purposes. 

11-02-340 LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY CONFINEMENT OPERATION 
An operation for the growing, feeding and fattening of livestock and/or 
poultry for commercial purposes, where the animals are confined within a 
closed structure; and/or the animals are kept within permanent corrals, 
pens, or yards; and these animals have been, are, or will be stabled or 
confined and fed or maintained for a total of forty-five (45) consecutive days 
or more in any twelve (12) month period. 
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11-02-341 LIVESTOCK UNIT 
A term and number used to establish an equivalency for various species of 
livestock.  Any combination of livestock species shall not exceed the 
maximum number of livestock units allowed in the applicable zone district. 

11-02-342 LOADING OR UNLOADING SPACE 
An off-street area used for the temporary parking of a commercial vehicle 
for the loading or unloading of merchandise or materials. 

11-02-343 LOCAL LICENSING AUTHORITY 
The Board of County Commissioners of the County of Adams, Colorado, or 
its designee. 

11-02-344 LOCAL STREET (RESIDENTIAL OR INDUSTRIAL) 
A street designed for local service with no through traffic that may have stop 
signs or traffic signals. 

11-02-345 LOCATION 
A particular parcel of land that may be identified by an address or other 
descriptive means. 
 

11-02-346 LODGES, FRATERNAL AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 
An establishment used by an organization of persons joined together for a 
common purpose or interest. 

11-02-347 LODGING, COMMERCIAL 
This use category includes hotels; motels; and convention centers. 

11-02-348 LOGISTICS CENTER, HEAVY 
A wholesaling, warehousing, and/or distribution use that provides a central 
location for receiving, storing and distributing raw materials, semi-finished 
goods, or finished goods.  Heavy logistic centers may be warehouses in 
which goods are stored (a.k.a. “product warehouses”), or truck terminals in 
which goods are transferred between trucks or between trucks and trains or 
other transportation modes (a.k.a. “truck terminals”), or moving 
warehouses (including indoor storage of portable on-demand storage 
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containers), or wholesaling operations (but not wholesale membership 
clubs in which memberships are available to the general public).  Heavy 
logistic centers are expected to generate at least 50 truck trips per day. 

11-02-349 LOGISTICS CENTER, LIGHT 
A wholesaling, warehousing, and/or distribution use that provides a central 
location for receiving, storing and distributing raw materials, semi-finished 
goods, or finished goods.  A logistic center may be warehouses in which 
goods are stored (a.k.a. “product warehouses”), or wholesaling operations 
(but not wholesale membership clubs in which memberships are available 
to the general public).  Logistic centers are expected to generate fewer than 
50 truck trips per day. 

11-02-350 LOT 
A single designated parcel, tract, or area of land established by a recorded 
subdivision plat or a separate parcel of land that existed as such prior to July 
1, 1972. 

11-02-351 LOT AREA 
The total area of a horizontal plane bounded by the lot lines but not 
including any areas occupied by right-of-way, floodplains, the waters of any 
lake, river, canal, or major drainage ditch. 

11-02-352 LOT, CORNER 
A lot or parcel of land abutting two (2) or more streets at their intersection, 
or upon two (2) parts of the same streets forming an interior angle of less 
than one-hundred-thirty-five (135) degrees. The setback shall be the same 
as a front setback for all corner lots.  

11-02-353 LOT COVERAGE 
The portion of a lot that can be legally occupied by the ground floor of the 
principal structure and use and all permitted accessory uses, buildings or 
structures. 

11-02-354 LOT DEPTH 
The horizontal distance between the front lot line to the rear lot line 
measured from the midpoint of the front lot line to the midpoint of the rear 
lot line. 
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11-02-355 LOT, DOUBLE FRONTAGE 
A lot, other than a corner lot, which has frontage on more than one (1) 
street.  

11-02-356 LOT, FLAG 
A lot where access to the public road is by a narrow, private, right-of-way.  

11-02-357 LOT FRONTAGE 
Any lot line of a lot abutting a street or public right-of-way.  

11-02-358 LOT, INTERIOR 
A lot with one frontage on a dedicated public right-of-way, other than an 
alley.  

11-02-359 LOT LINE 
A line of record bounding a lot, which divides one lot from another lot or 
from a public or private street or any other public space. 

11-02-360 LOT LINES, FRONT 
The lot line separating a lot from a street right-of-way. For corner or double 
frontage lots, there shall be as many front lot lines as there are frontages on 
street rights-of-way.  

11-02-361 LOT LINES, REAR 
The lot line opposite and most distant from the front lot line; or in the case 
of triangular or otherwise irregularly shaped lots, the Chief Building Official 
shall designate the rear and side lot lines by address. 

11-02-362 LOT WIDTH 
The horizontal distance between the side lot lines of a lot, measured at the 
established or minimum front setback line. 

11-02-363 LOT, ZONING 
A lot or a series of contiguous lots, not separated by a street or other right-
of-way, designated by their owner as a tract to be used, developed, built 
upon as a unit, under single ownership and control. 
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11-02-364 LOWEST FLOOR 
The lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area including a basement. An 
unfinished or flood resistant enclosure used solely for parking of vehicles, 
structure access or storage, in an area other than a basement area, is not 
considered lowest floor of a structure, provided said enclosure is not built 
so as to render the structure in violation of the applicable non-elevation 
design requirements of the regulation. 

11-02-365 LUMBER MILL 
A commercial establishment or area equipped with machinery for the 
purpose of dressing logs or lumber or modifying the shape or size of the 
lumber in any way.  

11-02-366 MALODOROUS CONDITION 
An odor reading greater than the permitted odor standard allowed by state 
statutes or regulations. Odor readings will be taken to determine whether 
such conditions exist. The odor readings shall be made by an agent certified 
in Odor Intensity Rating by the Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment by use of a Barneby Cheney Scentometer. The reading shall be 
taken at any location on or outside the permit boundary.  

11-02-367 MAJOR ENERGY FACILITIES 
Transmission lines, power plants, and substations; gas processing plants, 
and related storage areas providing fossil fuels, manufactured gas, or other 
petroleum derivatives; microwave installations; and pipelines above ground 
in excess of one (1) mile in length. 

11-02-368 MAJOR ENERGY FACILITY OPERATION APPLICANT 
Any individual, partnership, corporation, association, company, or other 
public or corporate body, including any political subdivision, agency, 
instrumentality, or corporation of the state, engaged in the operation of a 
public utility and/or major energy facilities. 

11-02-369 MAJOR REPAIRS 
Work or renovation estimated to cost more than fifty percent (50%) of the 
market value of the structure to be renovated. The costs of renovation or 
repair or replacement shall mean the fair market value of the materials and 
services necessary to accomplish such renovation, repair or replacement 
and no person may seek to avoid the intent of Section 4-22-02 by doing such 
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work incrementally. The market value shall mean either the market value for 
property tax purposes, updated as necessary by the increase in the 
consumer price index since the date of the last valuation, or the valuation 
determined by an independent qualified appraiser, mutually selected by the 
Director of Community and Economic Development  and the applicant. A 
qualified appraiser shall be a Member of the Appraisal Institute (M.A.I.) or 
an Accredited Rural Appraiser (A.R.A.).  

11-02-370 MAJOR ROAD SYSTEM 
All arterial roads within unincorporated Adams County, excluding state and 
federal highways. 

11-02-371 MANUFACTURED HOME 
A structure manufactured pursuant to the authority of the “National 
Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act (42 U.S.C 
4501 et seq., as amended) that is transferable in one (1) or more sections 
and which is built on a permanent chassis off site, with wheels and axles 
that are a temporary means of transport of the unit to its site. Manufactured 
homes are designed to be used with or without a permanent foundation. 
The sections of the home when assembled must have dimensions of at least 
eight (8) by forty (40) feet, excluding hitches and transport apparatus. All 
mobile homes manufactured after June 15, 1976, and meet federal 
standards are considered manufactured homes. 

11-02-372 MANUFACTURED HOME PARK 
A tract of land under individual or corporate ownership with two (2) or more 
spaces for lease or rent upon which individual manufactured home 
residences are placed and used for residential purposes. 

11-02-373 MANUFACTURED HOME SALES LOT 
An establishment or area for the sales of manufactured homes. 

11-02-374 MANUFACTURED HOME SUBDIVISION 
A parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land divided into two (2) or more 
manufactured home lots for rent or sale. 
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11-02-375 MANUFACTURING, GENERAL 
Establishments engaged in the mechanical or chemical transformations of 
materials or substances into new products including the assembling of 
components, parts, the manufacturing of products, and the blending of 
materials such as lubricating oils, plastics, resins, or liquors. 

11-02-376 MANUFACTURING OF SMALL COMPONENTS AND INSTRUMENTS 
An establishment or area for the purpose of assembly and production of 
small components and instruments. 

11-02-377 MARIJUANA 
Medical Marijuana and Retail Marijuana as those terms are defined herein. 

11-02-378 MARIJUANA BUSINESS 
A “Medical Marijuana Business” and/or a “Retail Marijuana Business” as 
defined by the Colorado Department of Revenue Marijuana Enforcement 
Division (1 CCR 212-2). 

11-02-379 MARIJUANA HOSPITALITY BUSINESS 
An entity licensed pursuant to these Regulations and pursuant to C.R.S. § 
44-12-101, et seq., to permit the use or consumption of marijuana within a 
Consumption Area. 

11-02-380 MARIJUANA HOSPITALITY MOBILE LICENSE 
An entity licensed to permit the use or consumption of marijuana within a 
Mobile Premises. 

11-02-381 MARQUEE 
Any permanent roof-like structure projecting beyond, and supported by the 
wall of a structure, generally designed and constructed to provide 
protection from the weather. 

11-02-382 MARQUEE SIGN 
Any sign attached to, in any manner, or made part of a marquee. 
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11-02-383 MASSAGE 
A method of treating the body for remedial or hygienic purposes, including, 
but not limited to rubbing, stroking, kneading, or tapping with the hand or 
an instrument or both. 

11-02-384 MASSAGE BUSINESS 
An establishment providing massage, but does not include training rooms of 
public and private schools accredited by the state board of education or 
approved by the division charged with the responsibility of approving 
private occupational schools, training rooms of recognized professional or 
amateur athletic teams, and licensed health care facilities. A facility which is 
operated for the purpose of massage therapy performed by a massage 
therapist is a massage business. 

11-02-385 MASSAGE THERAPIST 
A person who has graduated from a massage therapy school accredited by 
the state board of education or division charged with the responsibility of 
approving private occupational schools, or from a school with comparable 
approval or accreditation from another state with transcripts indicating 
completion of at least five hundred (500) hours of training in massage 
therapy. A massage therapy school may include an equivalency program 
approved by the state board of education or division charged with the 
responsibility of approving private occupational schools. 

11-02-386 MATERIAL MODIFICATION (SPECIAL DISTRICT SERVICE PLANS) 
A basic or essential change to the method of providing services including the 
exclusion or addition of services.  

11-02-387 MATURITY 
For the purposes of these standards and regulations, maturity shall mean 
five (5) years after planting for shrubs, ten (10) years after planting for trees, 
and one (1) year after planting for ground covers. Large trees shall be those 
which typically reach a height of over twenty (20) feet at maturity, and 
ornamental trees shall mean those which typically reach a height of twenty 
(20) feet or under at maturity. 
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11-02-388 MEDICAL MARIJUANA 
Marijuana that is grown and sold pursuant to the provisions of these 
regulations, the Colorado Marijuana Code and Section 14 of Article XVIII of 
the Colorado Constitution. 

11-02-389 MEDICAL MARIJUANA BUSINESA 
A medical marijuana store, medical marijuana products manufacturing 
operation, or an optional premise cultivation operation. 

11-02-390 MEDICAL MARIJUANA PRODUCT 
A product infused with medical marijuana that is intended for use or 
consumption other than by smoking, including, but not limited to edible 
products, ointments, and tinctures. 

11-02-391 MEDICAL MARIJUANA PRODUCTS MANUFACTURER 
A person licensed pursuant to these Regulations and to C.R.S. §44-10-101, 
et seq. to operate a business as described in these regulations and as is also 
described in C.R.S. § 44-10-503 

11-02-392 MEDICAL MARIJUANA STORE 
A person licensed pursuant to these Regulations and pursuant to C.R.S. 
§1044-10-101, et seq., to operate a business as described in these 
Regulations and as is further described in C.R.S. § 44-10-501 that sells 
medical marijuana to registered patients or primary caregivers as defined in 
Section 14 of Article XVIII of the Constitution of the State of Colorado, but is 
not a primary caregiver. 

11-02-393 MICROWAVE INSTALLATION 
Any non-mobile facility and appurtenant facilities transmitting or receiving 
microwave energy to a location, or from a location other than the structure 
to which the device is attached, and any addition thereto increasing the 
existing design capacity. Microwave installations with towers less than 
ninety (90) feet in height and/or utilizing less than one (1) acre in size for 
tower installation shall be exempt from this definition. 

11-02-394 MINERAL DEPOSITS OF COMMERCIAL QUANTITY AND QUALITY 
Natural mineral deposits of limestone, coal, gravel, sand, and quarry 
aggregate for which extraction is or will be commercially feasible and for 
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which it can be demonstrated by geologic, mineralogical, or other scientific 
data, the deposit is of significant value to the County. 

11-02-395 MOBILE HOME 
A structure, transportable in one (1) or more sections, which is built on a 
permanent chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling with or without 
permanent foundation, and which has not been certified under the 
“National Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act” 
(42 U.S.C. 4501 et seq., as amended). Mobile homes have not been 
produced since 1976. See also “Manufactured Home”. 

11-02-396 MOBILE HOME PARK 
This use category includes: a parcel of land, under single ownership, planned 
and improved for the placement of mobile homes, where each mobile home 
is designed, arranged and intended to be occupied by one (1) living unit, 
located on a single or multiple lots, being the principal use of the lot, and 
not connected to any other residence. 

11-02-397 MOBILE PREMISES 
A licensed premises operated by a Marijuana Hospitality Business in a motor 
vehicle, which includes any self-propelled vehicle that is designed primarily 
for travel on the public highways and that is generally and commonly used 
to transport persons and property over the public highways or a low-speed 
electric vehicle; but does not include electrical assisted bicycles, electric 
scooters, low-power scooters, wheelchairs, or vehicles moved solely by 
human power. 

11-02-398 MODERATE MANUFACTURING OR PROCESSING 
Manufacturing and processing in which operations are carried on which may 
be likely to create smoke, fumes, noise, odor, vibration, or dust, but which 
are not detrimental to the health, safety, or general welfare of the 
community. The following uses are considered medium manufacturing or 
processing for the purpose of these standards and regulations: 

1. Can Manufacturing 
2. Candy Product Manufacturing (for sale off premises) 
3. Cement, Cinder Block, Concrete, Lime or Plaster Manufacturing 
4. Cosmetic and Perfume Manufacturing 
5. Creosote Manufacturing or Treatment Plant 
6.  Fat Rendering Production (of edible fats and oils from animal or 

vegetable products) 
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7.   Forging Plant and Foundry 
8. Glass or Glass Product Manufacturing 
9. Metal Ingots, Casting Sheets or Bearings, Forging or Rolling Mills 
10. Millinery Manufacturing 
11. Mobile Homes Manufacturing and Storage 
12. Vacation Camper Manufacturing 

11-02-399 MORTUARY 
An establishment with facilities for the preparation of the deceased for 
burial or cremation to include embalming, for the viewing of the body, and 
for funerals.  Also known as Funeral Home or Funeral Parlor. 
*Adopted by the BOCC on December 13, 2010. 

11-02-400 MOSQUE 
See “Place of Worship”.  

11-02-401 MOVER 
The drilling contractor or trucking contractor actually transporting the 
drilling rig for the operator.  

11-02-402 MOVING AND TRANSFER COMPANY 
A commercial establishment, which moves and transfers items.  

11-02-403 MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM (MS4) 
Any public owned conveyance or system of conveyances of stormwater that 
discharge to State Waters and is designed for or used for collecting or 
conveying stormwater. The MS4 is not a combined sewer, and is not part of 
a Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW). Examples include, but are not 
limited to; roads with drainage systems, roadside ditches, curbs, gutters, 
man-made channels, ditches, catch basins, municipal streets, storm 
drainage facilities (detention or retention ponds) storm sewer infrastructure 
(pipes, manholes, culverts, inlets/drains), and conveyances that are owned 
or operated by the County through agreement, contract, direct ownership, 
easement or right-of-way and are for the purpose of managing floodplains, 
stream banks and channels. This term may also be referred to as “storm 
drainage system”. 
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11-02-404 MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM (MS4) PERMIT  
State or federal stormwater discharge permit that regulates discharges from 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) for compliance with Clean 
Water Act regulations. 

11-02-405 MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM (MS4) PERMITTED 
AREA, ADAMS COUNTY 

Area within unincorporated Adams County’s Urbanized Area, including 
projected Adams County’s Growth Area (if applicable), designated based on 
census information, which is revised and adopted as part of the Adams 
County’s MS4 Permit application and renewal permit process. 

11-02-406 MUSEUM 
A parcel, building, or structure that serves as a repository for a collection of 
items, objects, or curiosities of interest that are arranged and intended for 
public viewing with or without an admission charge and which may include 
as an accessory use the sale of goods to the public as gifts or for their own 
use. 

11-02-407 NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM (NFIP) 
FEMA’s program of flood insurance coverage Program (NFIP) and floodplain 
management administered in conjunction with the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act. The NFIP has applicable 
Federal regulations promulgated in Title 44 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations. The U.S. Congress established the NFIP in 1968 with the 
passage of the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968. 

11-02-408 NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM 
(NPDES) 

The national program under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act that 
regulates of discharges of pollutants from point sources to waters of the U.S. 

11-02-409 NATURAL HAZARD 
A geologic, wildlife, or flood condition which is adverse to past, current, or 
foreseeable construction or land use and constitutes a significant hazard to 
public health and safety or to property. 
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11-02-410 NEIGHBORHOOD INDOOR USES 
This use category includes: neighborhood community or recreational 
centers; day care centers (day or nursery schools); gymnasiums; branch 
libraries; indoor recreational centers; public or private primary and 
secondary schools (excluding trade schools); indoor skating rinks (ice or 
roller); indoor swimming pools; tennis; racquetball; handball; handball 
courts; and all other indoor institutional uses. 

11-02-411 NO TILL OR SLOT PLANTING 
A conservation tillage system in which the soil is left undisturbed prior to 
planting. Planting is completed in a narrow seedbed approximately one (1) 
to three (3) inches wide. Weed control is accomplished primarily with 
herbicides. Residue from the preceding crop is to be retained on the soil 
surface with the exception of that buried by the drill. 

11-02-412 NONCOMBUSTIBLE BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 
A material of which no part will ignite and burn when subjected to fire. Any 
material conforming to Uniform Building Code Standard No. 4-1 as adopted 
in the County Building Code shall be considered noncombustible, or a 
material having a structural base of noncombustible materials as defined 
above, with a surfacing material not over 1/8 inch thick which has a flame 
spread rating of fifty (50) or less. 

11-02-413 NONCONFORMING CONDITIONS 
An activity of a building, sign, fence, structure, or a portion thereof which 
lawfully existed before the adoption or amendment of these standards and 
regulations, but which does not conform to all of the regulations contained 
in these standards and regulations, or amendments thereto, which pertain 
to the zone district in which it is located. 

11-02-414 NONCONFORMING LOT 
A lot, the area, dimensions or location of which were lawful at the time the 
lot was created, but which fail to conform to the current standards and 
regulations due to adoption, revision or amendment. 

11-02-415 NONCONFORMING MOBILE HOME PARK 
A mobile home park lawfully created prior to January 1, 1980, that may or 
may not be located in the Mobile Home Dwelling Zone District and is 
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recognized as an established mobile home park by the County Treasurer’s 
Office.  

11-02-416 NONCONFORMING SIGN 
Any sign, the area, dimensions or location of which were lawful at the time 
the sign was erected, but which fail to conform to the current standards and 
regulations due to adoption, revision or amendment.  

11-02-417 NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE 
Any structure for which the size, dimensions or location of which was lawful 
when erected or altered, but which fails to conform to the current standards 
and regulations due to adoption, revision or amendment. 

11-02-418 NONCONFORMING USE 
A use or activity, which was lawful when, originally established, but which 
fails to conform to the current standards and regulations due to adoption, 
revision or amendment. 

11-02-419 NONCONFORMITY, DIMENSIONAL 
A nonconforming situation that occurs when any one of the following items 
does not conform to the standards and regulations applicable to the district 
in which the property is located: 
1. The height, size, or minimum floor area of a structure;  
2. The relationship between an existing structure or structures and other 

structures; or 
3. The lot lines of a parcel.  

11-02-420 NONHAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
Materials not defined as “Hazardous Materials” or “Hazardous Waste” in 
this document. 

11-02-421 NONLIVING MATERIAL 
Material associated with landscaping such as lava rock, washed river rock, 
wood chips, and other similar nonliving decorative material. 
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11-02-422 NON-SITE RELATED IMPROVEMENTS 
Road capital improvements and right-of-way dedications for roads on the 
County’s major roadway system. Roadway improvements identified in the 
Regional Traffic Impact Fee Section are not site-related improvements. 

11-02-423 NUDE MODEL STUDIO 
Any place where a person appears in a state of nudity or displays “specified 
anatomical areas” and is provided for money or any form of consideration 
to be observed, sketched, drawn, painted, sculpted, photographed, or 
similarly depicted by other persons. 

11-02-424 NUDITY OR STATE OF NUDITY 
The appearance of human bare buttock, anus, male genitals, or the areola 
or nipple of the female breast; or a state of dress which fails to opaquely 
and fully cover human buttocks, anus, male or female genitals, pubic region 
or areola or nipple of the female breast. 

11-02-425 NURSERIES 
Land and/or greenhouses used to raise flowers, shrubs, trees, grass, and/or 
other plants for the primary purpose of commercial sale.  

11-02-426 NURSERY SCHOOL 
See “Day Care Center”. 

11-02-427 NURSING HOME 
A health establishment, which provides nursing care under the direction of 
a Colorado, licensed physician to patients who, for reason of illness or 
physical infirmities, are unable to care for themselves.  

11-02-428 OBSTRUCTION 
Any dam, wall, embankment, levee, dike, pile, abutment, soil material, 
bridge, conduit, culvert, building, wire, fence, refuse, fill, structure or other 
matter in, along, across, or projecting into any channel which may impede, 
retard, or change the direction of the flow of water, either in itself or by 
catching debris carried by such water, or that is placed where the flow of 
water might carry the same downstream. 
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11-02-429 OFF-PREMISE ADVERTISING DEVICES 
This use category includes: signs advertising an establishment, merchandise, 
service, or entertainment, which is not sold, produced, manufactured, or 
furnished at the property on which the sign is located. These signs are 
commonly referred to as billboards. 

11-02-430 OFFENDING VEGETATION 
Noxious weeds as defined by the Colorado Department of Agriculture 
and/or as identified for mandated control and enforcement by the County 
Weed Manager.  Areas for cultivation of crops shall not be considered 
landscaping or offending vegetation.  
*Adopted by the BOCC on December 13, 2010. 

11-02-431 OFFICES 
This use category includes: banking and other credit agencies (offices only); 
security, commodity brokers and services; insurance carriers; real estate; 
holding and other investments; business services; and medical offices. 

11-02-432 OFF-SITE DIRECTIONAL SIGN 
A sign, which directs attention to a business, commodity, service, activity or 
product, sold, conducted, or offered off the premises where such sign is 
located. An Off-Site Directional Sign shall be used to advertise a business, 
commodity, service, campaign, drive, or special event, which is located 
within one thousand (1,000) feet of the property on which the sign is placed. 

11-02-433 OFF-STREET PARKING SPACE 
An area of three hundred (300) square feet, which shall include the parking 
space and the necessary area for ingress and egress. 

11-02-434 OIL AND GAS FACILITY 
Oil and Gas Facility means an oil and gas facility as defined by the rules and 
regulations of the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission.  

11-02-435 OIL AND GAS WELL DRILLING AND PRODUCTION 
The drilling for and production of gas and oil, along with the installation of 
pumps, tanks, pits, treaters, and separators and other equipment.  
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11-02-436 ON-SITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEM 
An absorption system of any size or flow, or a system or facility for collecting, 
storing, treating, neutralizing, stabilizing, or disposing of sewage which is 
not part of or connected to a sewage treatment works. An on-site 
wastewater treatment system with a design hydraulic capacity equal to or 
greater than 2,000 gallons per day is considered to be a domestic 
wastewater treatment works and subject to State Health and Tri-County 
Health Regulations. 

11-02-437 OPEN AREA 
Any real property in single or joint ownership with no structures. 

11-02-438 OPEN SPACE 
Any parcel or area of land or water essentially unimproved and set aside, 
dedicated, designated or reserved for public or private use or enjoyment, or 
for the use and enjoyment of owners and occupants of land adjoining or 
neighboring such lands.  

11-02-439 OPEN SPACE, ACTIVE 
Open space that may be improved and set aside, dedicated, designated, or 
reserved for recreational facilities such as swimming pools, play equipment 
for children, ball fields, court games, picnic tables, etc.  

11-02-440 OPERATIONS 
The business activities that a Hospitality Business engages in to provide a 
service to their customers. 

11-02-441 OPERATOR 
The mineral estate owner, the mineral estate lessee, drilling contractor, 
production company, or any party or parties acting on behalf of any of the 
above. 

11-02-442 OUTDOOR ADVERTISING SIGN  
See “Billboard”.  



Chapter 11—Definitions  
WORDS, TERMS, AND PHRASES October 17, 2023 

11-74 Adams County Development Standards and Regulations 

11-02-443 OUTDOOR COMMERCIAL RECREATION 
This use category includes: outdoor commercial amusement facilities; music 
arenas; theme parks; amusement parks; go-cart establishments; miniature 
golf establishments; ice and roller skating rinks; water slides; batting cages; 
archery ranges; pistol and shooting ranges; and drive-in theaters. 

11-02-444 OUTDOOR CONSUMPTION AREA 
A Consumption Area that is outdoors and surrounded by a sight-obscuring 
wall, fence, hedge, or other opaque or translucent barrier. 

11-02-445 OUTDOOR CONCERTS AND EVENTS 
An outdoor establishment or facility used to accommodate an audience at 
public meetings or artistic performances, which usually includes a stage and 
seating. 

11-02-446 OUTDOOR STORAGE 
The storage of materials or inventory naturally and normally incidental to 
the primary use of a property limited to the primary user of the property 
and located on the same lot with the primary use. Accessory storage shall 
not include vehicles, which can be driven off the property under their own 
power and are licensed to be driven on public rights-of-way. Merchandise 
for sale or lease shall not be considered accessory storage, except storage 
of gravel, rock, recycled asphalt, or other landscaping materials shall be 
considered outdoor storage. 
*Adopted by the BOCC on December 13, 2010. 

11-02-447 OVERALL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
A plan, map, and supporting materials required by these standards and 
regulations that outlines general, rather than detailed, development 
intentions and depicts a proposed subdivision in schematic form.  

11-02-448 OUTDOOR PUBLIC USES 
This use category includes: public areas for active recreational activities 
including, but not limited to, jogging, cycling, tot lots, playing fields, 
playgrounds, outdoor swimming pools, tennis courts, public campgrounds, 
and publicly operated golf courses. Also included are recreational uses such 
as: arboretums; areas for hiking; nature areas; wildlife sanctuaries; picnic 
areas; garden plots; recreation-oriented parks; and other public open 
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spaces. Cemeteries, with or without caretaker residences, are also 
considered outdoor public uses. 

11-02-449 OWNER 
Any person who alone, jointly, or severally with others: 
1. Has a legal, possessory or equitable interest in a dwelling unit, with or 

without accompanying actual possession thereof; or 
2. Acts as the agent of a person having a legal, possessory or equitable 

interest in a dwelling or dwelling unit thereof; or 
3. Is the general representative or fiduciary of an estate through which a 

legal or equitable interest in a dwelling unit is administered. 

11-02-450 PAINTING AND BODY SHOP 
An establishment or area for the purpose of the replacement, painting, 
restoration, welding, rebuilding or refinishing of vehicle parts or body 
components of automobiles, trucks, and other motor vehicles.  

11-02-451 PARKING GARAGE 
A multi-level covered structure that provides primary parking to the public. 

11-02-452 PARKING LOT, COMMERCIAL 
This use category includes: a parking lot or parking garage for public parking 
for a fee, not including parking lots or garages operated as an accessory use 
in association with a residential, commercial, or industrial business. See 
“Automobile Parking Lot”. 

11-02-453 PARKS, PUBLIC 
A tract of land designed for and used by the public for active or passive 
recreation, which may include structures containing athletic facilities, 
cooking facilities, and restrooms. Incidental sales related to active uses or 
temporary uses are permitted. 

11-02-454 PAWNBROKER 
Defined in accordance with C.R.S. Section 12-56-101. Used motor vehicles, 
used clothing, and nonprofit establishments are excluded from the 
provisions of this definition. 
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11-02-455 PAWNSHOPS 
A retail sales establishment where a pawnbroker regularly engages in or 
solicits business. 

11-02-456 PENNANT 
Any lightweight plastic, fabric, or other material whether or not containing 
a message of any kind, suspended from a rope, wire, or string, usually in 
series, designed to move in the wind. 

11-02-457 PERCENT OF NEW TRIPS FACTOR 
The percentage of peak hour trips which a proposed land use will generate 
that constitutes new or additional trips added to the County’s major 
roadway system.  Those trips that do not represent additional trip ends shall 
not be counted as new or additional trips.  Pass-by trips and diverted trips 
do not constitute new trips. 

11-02-458 PERMANENT 
For the purpose of these standards and regulations, the term “permanent” 
shall mean any use or structure lasting for a period of five (5) years or longer. 

11-02-459 PERMANENT GRASS 
A conservation system in which native grass has been left untilled or 
reseeded to native or adapted/introduced grasses. 

11-02-460 PERMANENT MONUMENT 
Any structure of masonry and/or metal placed on or in the ground, including 
those exclusively placed for surveying reference, which meet the 
requirements of state law. 

11-02-461 PERMANENT STRUCTURES 
Existing structures constructed after issuance of a valid building permit(s) by 
Adams County and occupied after the issuance of a valid Certificate(s) of 
Occupancy by Adams County. 

11-02-462 PERMIT 
An express written and formal approval, including any conditions of 
approval, to conduct a use allowed by a Certificate of Designation, 



 Chapter 11—Definitions 
October 17, 2023 WORDS, TERMS, AND PHRASES 

Adams County Development Standards and Regulations 11-77 

Conditional Use, Special Use Temporary Use, Domestic Sewage Sludge 
Application Permit, or other written and formal approvals adopted as a part 
of these standards and regulations.  

11-02-463 PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY 
The entity authorized by these standards and regulations to issue a permit 
for a particular type of land use (the Director of Community and Economic 
Development for zoning review approval and temporary uses, Board of 
Adjustment for special uses, or Board of County Commissioners for 
conditional uses). 

11-02-464 PERMITTED USE 
A use permitted by right in a zone district. The use must comply with all 
applicable performance standards for the use or uses and all County and 
State regulations to be permitted. 

11-02-465 PERSON 
An individual, corporation, partnership, association, firm, other legal entity, 
state or political subdivision thereof, federal agency, state agency, 
municipality, commission, interstate body or other organization recognized 
by law and acting as either the owner or as the owner's agent. 

11-02-466 PLACE OF WORSHIP 
A structure, or group of structures, which is intended for the conducting of 
organized religious services and associated activities such as religious 
classes, childcare during services, and committee and office work. For 
purposes of these standards and regulations, references to churches include 
all of these facilities.  

11-02-467 PLAINS AREA OF ADAMS COUNTY 
For purposes of these standards and regulations, the Plains Area of Adams 
County shall mean those areas east of the areas designated for urban uses 
in the Airport Environs Plan. Separated by a line as follows: I-76 from the 
Weld County line to 152nd Avenue, then east to Watkins Mile Road, then 
south to 124th Avenue, then east to Quail Run Mile Road, then south to 80th 
Avenue, then east to Manila Mile Road, then south to 72nd Avenue, then 
east to Schumaker Mile Road, then south to the Arapahoe County line. 
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11-02-468 PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (P.U.D.) 
In accordance with the Planned Unit Development Act of 1972, the objective 
of a Planned Unit Development is to establish an area of land, controlled by 
one or more landowners, to be developed under unified control or unified 
plan of development for a number of dwelling units, commercial, 
educational, recreational, or industrial uses, or any combination of the 
foregoing, the plan for which does not correspond in lot size, bulk, or type 
of use, density, lot coverage, open space, or other restriction to the existing 
land use regulations.  
*Adopted by the BOCC on December 13, 2010. 

11-02-469 PLANNING COMMISSION 
Planning Commission shall mean the Adams County Planning Commission, 
appointed by the Board of County Commissioners pursuant to C. R. S. 
Section 30-28-103, as amended. 

11-02-470 PLAT 
A map or maps together with supporting documentation of certain 
described land prepared in accordance with these standards and regulations 
as an instrument which shall be filed with the Adams County Clerk and 
Recorder for providing a permanent and accurate record of the legal 
description, dedications, exact size, shape, and location of lots, blocks, 
streets, easements, and parcels of land within a subdivision. The plat, when 
recorded by the Adams County Clerk and Recorder, becomes the legal 
instrument whereby the location and boundaries of separate parcels of land 
within a subdivision are identified. 

11-02-471 PLAYGROUNDS AND PLAYFIELDS 
Designated play areas and/or fields to be used for active and passive 
recreation for all ages including amenities such as swings, slides, sand 
boxes, water “spray grounds”, volleyball sand courts, hard court play 
surfaces, open fields, and the like. 

11-02-472 PLUGGING 
As defined by the State of Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 
Rules and Regulations. 
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11-02-473 POLICE STATION 
An establishment used for administration of police operations, the dispatch 
of police personnel and vehicles, and the incarceration of criminals. 

11-02-474 POLLUTANT 
Pollutants may include, but are not limited to, any dredged spoil, dirt, slurry, 
solid waste, incinerator residue, sewage, sewage sludge, sediment, garbage, 
trash, chemical waste, biological nutrient, biological material, radioactive 
material, heat, wrecked or discharged equipment, rock, sand, or any 
industrial, municipal or agriculture waste, paints, varnishes, and solvents; oil 
and other automotive fluids; non-hazardous liquid and solid wastes; yard 
wastes including grass clippings and leaves; refuse, rubbish, garbage, litter, 
or other discarded or abandoned objects; accumulations that may cause or 
contribute to pollution; floatables; pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers; 
hazardous substances and wastes; sewage, fecal coliform and pathogens; 
dissolved and particulate metals; pet wastes; wastes and residues that result 
from constructing a building or structure, concrete washout waste; wastes 
and residues that result from mobile washing operations; noxious or 
offensive matter of any kind, and any soil, mulch, or other type of 
landscaping material. 

11-02-475 POLLUTION 
Man-made, man-induced, or natural alteration of the physical, chemical, 
biological, and/or radiological integrity of water. Pollution includes the 
presence of any foreign substance (organic, inorganic) in water or 
wastewater which in sufficient concentration tends to degrade its quality so 
as to constitute a hazard or impair the usefulness or quality of the water to 
a degree which may not create an actual hazard to the public health but 
which does adversely and unreasonably affect such waters for their 
designated use. 

11-02-476 PORTABLE SIGN 
A sign not permanently attached to the ground or other permanent 
structure, or a sign designed to be transported, including, but not limited to, 
signs designed to be transported by means of wheels; signs converted to A-
or T-frames; menu and sandwich board signs; balloons used as signs; 
umbrellas used for advertising; and signs attached to or painted on vehicles 
parked and visible from the public right-of-way, unless said vehicle is used in 
the normal day-to-day operations of the business.  
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11-02-477 POST OFFICE 
An office or station of a government postal system at which mail is received 
and sorted, from which it is dispatched and distributed, and at which stamps 
are sold or other services rendered. 

11-02-478 POULTRY FARM 
An agricultural operation where chickens, turkeys, ducks, geese, or other 
domestic fowl are kept, raised, bred, or slaughtered for eggs or meat for the 
purposes of commercial sale.  

11-02-479 POWER PLANT 
Any electrical energy generating facility and appurtenant facilities which 
utilize a substation prior to distribution to a consumer, or any addition 
thereto, increasing the existing design capacity, except portable generators 
used in emergency situations. 

11-02-480 PRE-APPLICATION CONFERENCE (SPECIAL DISTRICT SERVICE PLAN 
REVIEW) 

A scheduled meeting between the applicant and one (1) or more members 
of the District Review Team. The representative of the District Review Team 
and one (1) staff person from the Development Review Section of the 
Community and Economic Development Department must attend this 
meeting. At the pre-application conference, the proposed District, the state 
statutes, and these regulations shall be discussed in detail. 

11-02-481 PREMESIS 
A distinct and definite location, which may include a building, a part of a 
building, a room or any other definite contiguous area. 

11-02-482 PRESCHOOL 
See “Day Care Center”. 

11-02-483 PRIMARY RESIDENCE  
Primary residence means a residence which is the usual place of return 
for housing as documented by at least two of the following: motor 
vehicle registration, driver's license, Colorado state identification card, 
voter registration, tax documents, or a utility bill. A person can only 
have one primary residence. 
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11-02-484 PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE OR USE 
The main or primary purpose for which a structure or land is used, and to 
which all other uses on the property are accessory. 

11-02-485 PRIVATE ROOM 
A room in an adult motel that is not a peep booth, has a bed and a bath in 
the room or adjacent room, and is used primarily for lodging. 

11-02-486 PRIVATE STREETS 
Those streets located on private land maintained by private entities and 
generally restricted to private use. 

11-02-487 PRO FORMA (SPECIAL DISTRICT SERVICE PLAN) 
A presentation of all projected expenses to be incurred and revenues to be 
generated by a proposed Special District showing the year-end financial 
status of the Special District for each year from the organization of the 
Special District until the repayment of all proposed debt. 

11-02-488 PROFESSIONALLY PREPARED (SPECIAL DISTRICT SERVICE PLAN 
REVIEW) 

Meeting the standards set for Special District service plans by the District 
Review Team, to include, but not limited to, quality of map preparation, 
organization, and readability.  

11-02-489 PROHIBITED ANIMAL 
Any animal which is ordinarily found in an unconfined state and is usually 
not kept as a household pet, including, but not limited to, lions, tigers, 
cheetahs, panthers, leopards, cougars, mountain lions, ocelots, any wild 
members of the genus felis, lynx, bobcats, foxes, minks, skunks, raccoons, 
bears, non-human primates, wolves and coyotes; poisonous lizards, 
poisonous and/or constrictor snakes; lethal toads and arachnids (spiders, 
scorpions and tarantulas). "Prohibited Animal" shall not include domestic 
ferrets (Mustelia furo), livestock, or household pets as defined herein. 
Alleged domestication of any prohibited animal shall not affect its status 
under this definition. The determination of prohibited animal status for an 
animal not listed herein will be made by the Director of Community and 
Economic Development. 
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11-02-490 PROJECTING SIGN 
Any sign affixed to a structure or wall in such a manner so that its leading 
edge extends more than six (6) inches beyond the surface of such structure 
or wall. Signs affixed to the structure that extend less than six (6) inches 
beyond the surface are considered to be wall signs. 

11-02-491 PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT 
Any improvement, facility or service together with its associated public site 
or right-of-way necessary to provide transportation, drainage, public or 
private utilities, energy or similar essential services. 

11-02-492 PUBLIC SERVICE 
This use category includes: emergency service buildings or garages (e.g. 
ambulance; fire; police; rescue); utility substations or transmission and 
distribution facilities; government offices; and all government-owned 
facilities except landfills or mining facilities. 

11-02-493 PUBLIC STREETS 
Any streets or highways recognized by the public agency having jurisdiction 
over them. 

11-02-494 PUBLIC UTILITY STORAGE AND YARD 
An area used for storage for establishments engaged in public services or 
utilities. 

11-02-495 PUTRESCIBLE WASTE 
Those solid wastes that contain organic matter capable of being 
decomposed by microorganisms, and of such character and proportion as 
to be capable of attracting or providing food for birds or disease vectors. 

11-02-496 RACING FACILITIES 
This use category includes automobile racing; horse racing; truck racing; and 
dog tracks. 
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11-02-497 RADIO AND TV BROADCASTING STATION 
A structure with electronic equipment that generates and amplifies a carrier 
radio or TV wave, modulates it, and radiates the resulting signal from an 
antenna. 

11-02-498 RADIO AND TV TOWER, COMMERCIAL 
A structure intended for transmitting or receiving radio or television 
communications that may include parabolic dishes or microwave relay 
dishes mounted on the tower. 

11-02-499 RAILROAD YARD 
An area of land, a portion of which is covered by a system of train tracks, 
used for the classifying, switching, storing, assembling, distributing, 
consolidating, moving, repairing, weighing, or transferring of train cars, 
trains, engines, locomotives, and rolling stock. 

11-02-500 RANCHING 
Land used for grazing livestock for the primary purpose of obtaining a 
monetary profit.  

11-02-501 REACH 
A hydraulic engineering term to describe longitudinal segments of a stream 
or river. A reach will generally include the segment of the floodplain where 
flood heights are primarily controlled by manmade or natural floodplain 
obstructions or restrictions. In an urban area, the segment of a stream or 
river between two (2) consecutive bridge crossings would most likely be a 
reach. 

11-02-502 REAL ESTATE SALES SIGN 
A temporary sign erected to advertise the sale or lease of the premises on 
which the sign is located or the location of an open house, and does not 
require a sign permit or application fee. 

11-02-503 REAR LOT LINE 
See “Lot Line, Rear”. 
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11-02-504 RECREATIONAL USES 
Recreational uses include active and passive recreational services and 
parcels open to the public, such as parks, open spaces, trails, playfields, and 
the like. Incidental sales associated with recreational uses is permitted. 
These recreational opportunities are meant to serve the recreational and 
social interaction needs of the residents of all ages, economic situations, and 
physical conditions, and include publicly owned lands, open spaces, trails, 
playfields, and the like. 

11-02-505 RECREATIONAL, INDOOR USES 
An enclosed facility which offers active recreation opportunities, such as 
indoor swimming, tennis courts, racquetball, handball, and the like. This use 
may include incidental eating and drinking areas, incidental sales, and staff 
offices.  

11-02-506 RECREATIONAL, OUTDOOR USES 
An area or facility where any portion of the recreation activity takes place 
outside including swimming pools, game courts, and playgrounds.  This use 
may include incidental eating and drinking areas, incidental sales, and staff 
offices. 

11-02-507 RECREATIONAL VEHICLE 
A vehicle which is (1) built on a single chassis; (2) four hundred (400) square 
feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projections; (3) 
designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light duty truck; 
and (4) designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but as 
temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use. 

11-02-508 RECYCLABLE MATERIALS 
A type of material subject to reuse or recycling. Recyclable materials include 
metal, glass, cloth, paper, plastic, or any other material which presently has 
a commercial use or value as a commodity, raw material, or feedstock and 
is intentionally separated from a waste stream for reprocessing or 
remanufacture. Recyclable materials do not include any material meeting 
the definition of a hazardous waste under Section 25-15-101(6), CRS, any 
material meeting the definition of an infectious waste under Section 25-15-
402(1), CRS, any material meeting the definition of a putrescible waste, or 
any other materials likely to contaminate ground water, create off-site 
odors, or otherwise pose a threat to human health or the environment as a 
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result of processing, reclaiming, recycling, storage prior to recycling, or use 
of the material. 

11-02-509 RECYCLING FACILITY 
Operators and owners claiming exclusion from Certificate of Designation 
Regulations by operating facilities, or sites receiving solid waste materials, 
for the purpose of processing, reclaiming, or recycling solid waste materials. 
The exclusion requires submittal of a design and operations plan to the 
Community and Economic Development Department, which will be 
reviewed in accordance with the recyclable materials criteria. 

11-02-510 REDEVELOPMENT  
Improvements to a site that is already substantially developed with 35% or 
more of existing impervious area. Improvements include the creation or 
addition of impervious area (including removal and/or replacement), to 
include the expansion of a building footprint or addition or replacement of 
a structure; structural development including construction, replacement of 
impervious area that is not part of a routine maintenance activity; and land 
disturbing activities. Depending on the scale of the redevelopment activity, 
a Stormwater Quality (SWQ) Permit and/or post-construction stormwater 
requirements may be required. 

11-02-511 REDUCED-TILL (MINIMUM-TILL) 
A tillage and planting system that meets at least one thousand (1,000) 
pounds flat small grain residue equivalent for wind erosion control and at 
least thirty percent (30%) ground cover for water erosion control. 

11-02-512 RESIDENCE 
A place of primary habitation. For the purposes of these standards and 
regulations, the terms residence and dwelling are interchangeable. 

11-02-513 RESIDENTIAL SIGN 
A freestanding or building sign located in a district zoned for residential uses 
that contains non-commercial messages or commercial advertising for 
goods or services legally offered on the premises where the sign is located, 
if offering such service at such location conforms with all requirements of 
these standards and regulations. 
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11-02-514 RESIDENTIAL USES 
Residential uses include manufacture home parks, mobile home parks; 
single-family dwellings, attached; single-family dwellings, detached; two-
family dwellings; multi-family dwellings; and group homes.  

11-02-515 RESTAURANTS 
This use category includes: all establishments primarily oriented to serving 
food and/or beverages (including alcoholic beverages). This category does 
not include those restaurants serving to customers in vehicles. 

11-02-516 RESTRICTED ACCESS AREA 
A designated and secure area within a Licensed Premises in a Retail 
Marijuana Hospitality and Sales business where Retail Marijuana is sold to 
consumers, processed for sale, and displayed for sale, and where no one 
under the age of 21 is permitted. 

11-02-517 RETAIL MARIJUANA 
Marijuana that is grown, tested, manufactured, and/or sold pursuant to the 
provisions of these regulations, the Colorado Marijuana Code and Section 
16 of Article XVIII of the Colorado Constitution, that is cultivated, 
manufactured, distributed, or sold by a licensed retail marijuana business.  
If the context requires, retail marijuana includes retail marijuana 
concentrate and retail marijuana products. 

11-02-518 RETAIL MARIJUANA BUSINESS 
A retail marijuana store, a retail marijuana cultivation facility, a retail 
marijuana product manufacturing facility, a retail marijuana hospitality and 
sales business, a marijuana hospitality business, or a retail marijuana testing 
facility as set forth in Section 16 of Article XVIII of the Colorado Constitution 
and as may be more fully defined in the Colorado Marijuana Code. 

11-02-519 RETAIL MARIJUANA CULTIVATION FACILITY 
A person licensed pursuant to these Regulations and the Colorado Code as 
defined therein and in Section 16 of the Colorado Constitution. 

11-02-520 RETAIL MARIJUANA HOSPITALITY AND SALES BUSINESS 
An entity licensed to (1) purchase Retail Marijuana from a Retail Marijuana 
Business, (2) Transfer Retail Marijuana to consumers, and (3) permit the use 
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or consumption of Retail Marijuana Transferred to a consumer within the 
Restricted Access Area 

11-02-521 RETAIL MARIJUANA PRODUCTS MANUFACTURER 
A person licensed pursuant to these Regulations and the Colorado 
Marijuana Code as defined therein. 

11-02-522 RETAIL MARIJUANA STORE 
a person licensed pursuant to these Regulations and the Colorado Marijuana 
Code as defined therein. 

11-02-523 RETAIL SALES 
Establishments engaged in the sale of goods or merchandise to the general 
public for personal or household consumption and rendering services 
incidental to the sale of such goods. A retail sales establishment is usually a 
place of business and is engaged in activity to attract the general public to 
make purchases.  

11-02-524 RETIREMENT HOME 
An establishment used as a multiple dwelling residence for retired persons 
in separate dwelling units with limited accessory services such as recreation 
and other common facilities, and may include nursing or hospital care. 

11-02-525 REVEGETATION 
The reseeding or planting of native or introduced plant species adapted to 
the land site and have been approved by the Soil Conservation District 
Board. 

11-02-526 RIDING STABLE OR ACADEMY 
Any establishment where horses are boarded and cared for; where 
instruction in riding, jumping, and showing is offered; and/or where horses 
may be hired for riding. A riding stable or academy may also be an accessory 
use in the operation of a club, association, ranch, or similar establishment. 
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11-02-527 RIGHT-OF-WAY 
A strip of land occupied or intended to be occupied by a street, crosswalk, 
railroad, road, electric transmission line, gas pipeline, water main, sanitary 
or storm sewer main, shade trees or for another special use.  

11-02-528 ROAD CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
Includes transportation planning, preliminary engineering, engineering 
design studies, land surveys, alignment studies, right-of-way acquisition, 
engineering, permitting, and construction of all necessary features for any 
road construction project on an arterial road on the County’s major road 
system, undertaken to accommodate traffic resulting from new traffic-
generating land development activity. Road capital improvements shall 
include but not be limited to: (a) construction of new through lanes, (b) 
construction of new bridges, (c) construction of new drainage facilities in 
conjunction with new road construction; (d) purchase and installation of 
traffic signals, including new and upgraded signalization, (e) construction of 
curbs, gutters, sidewalks, medians and shoulders, (f) construction of turn 
lanes, and (g) widening of existing roads. 

11-02-529 ROADSIDE STAND 
A temporary structure used primarily to sell products produced on the 
property.  

11-02-530 RODEO 
See Equestrian Arena, Commercial and Equestrian Arena, Personal. 

11-02-531 ROOF SIGN 
Any sign painted, erected, or constructed wholly on and over the roof of a 
structure, supported by the roof structure, or extending vertically above the 
highest portion of the roof.  

11-02-532 RURAL STREET 
Section line roads function in similar capacity to arterials, although may not 
have the levels of traffic. Paved and gravel rural roads can function in a 
similar manner as collector or local streets in rural areas. 



 Chapter 11—Definitions 
October 17, 2023 WORDS, TERMS, AND PHRASES 

Adams County Development Standards and Regulations 11-89 

11-02-533 SAFE PARKING SITE:  
A location that provides individuals and families who are experiencing 
homelessness and living in their vehicle a dedicated, safe place to park.  

11-02-534 SALE OR SELL 
Includes to exchange, barter, or traffic in, to solicit or receive and order 
except through a licensee licensed under these Regulations, to deliver for 
value in any way other than gratuitously, to peddle or possess with intent to 
sell, or to traffic in for any in for any consideration promised or obtained 
directly or indirectly. 

11-02-535 SALES AND OFFICE TRAILER 
A temporary residential sales office used in conjunction with a residential 
development or subdivision. 

11-02-536 SALVAGE YARD 
An industrial use contained within a structure, or parcel of land where junk, 
waste, discarded, or salvage materials are bought, sold, exchanged, stored, 
baled, packed, assembled, or handled, including automobile wrecking yards, 
but not including scrap processing or shredding. 

11-02-537 SANATORIUM 
A hospital used for treating chronic and long-term illness and various 
nervous and mental disorders.  

11-02-538 SANITARY LANDFILL/SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL 
A site for the disposal of refuse on land without creating a nuisance or 
hazard to public health and safety by utilizing the principles of engineering 
to confine the refuse to the smallest practical area, reduce it to the smallest 
practical volume, and regularly cover it with a layer of earth on a daily or 
more frequent basis.  

11-02-539 SAVINGS AND LOAN INSTITUTIONS 
See “Financial Institutions”. 
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11-02-540 SCENIC VIEW 
A view from a highway or from private property of a natural setting that 
contains one (1) or more of the following: mountains, valleys, rivers, 
wetlands, farmlands, or other open spaces. 

11-02-541 SCHOOL, COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY 
A public or private institution of higher learning (beyond grade 12) providing 
courses as approved by the Colorado Department of Education. 

11-02-542 SCHOOL, COMMERCIAL 
A structure or group of structures where instruction is given to pupils in arts, 
religion, crafts, philosophy, or trades, and is operated as a commercial 
enterprise. 

11-02-543 SCHOOL, PUBLIC, PRIVATE, AND PAROCHIAL 
A school for any grades between the first and twelfth grade teaching 
accredited courses of instruction as approved by an agency of the State of 
Colorado. 

11-02-544 SEMI-NUDE 
A state of dress in which clothing covers no more than the genitals, pubic 
region, and areola of the female breast, as well as portions of the body 
covered by supporting straps or devices. 

11-02-545 SEPTAGE 
A liquid or semisolid that includes normal household wastes, human 
excreta, and animal or vegetable matter in suspension or solution generated 
from a residential, commercial, or industrial septic tank system. 
*Adopted by the BOCC on December 13, 2010. 

11-02-546 SERVICE PLAN 
The documentation submitted to Adams County by an applicant proposing 
the organization of a Special District, including text, maps, charts, and tables, 
and containing all the information required in the Colorado Revised Statutes 
and these standards and regulations. 



 Chapter 11—Definitions 
October 17, 2023 WORDS, TERMS, AND PHRASES 

Adams County Development Standards and Regulations 11-91 

11-02-547 SERVICE PROVIDER, SPECIAL DISTRICT SERVICE PLAN 
Any municipal or quasi-municipal organization, which currently has or plans 
to have the ability to provide any or all of the services proposed in the 
service plan under review. 

11-02-548 SERVICES 
This use category includes commercial establishments that provide a wide 
variety of personal and commercial services to the public on the premises 
that is not otherwise classified in this code under the Commercial Retail or 
Office categories. This category does not include those services serving 
customers in vehicles, such as drive-up banking facilities.  This includes, but 
is not limited to, such things as hair and/or nail salons, day spas, animal 
grooming services, tattoo parlors/body art establishments, tanning salons, 
recording studios, dry cleaning and laundry services, and 
printing/packing/shipping services.  Services may also include, but are not 
limited to, a system supplying a public need such as transport, 
communications, or utilities such as electricity and water. 

11-02-549 SETBACK 
The distance between the street right-of-way line and the front line of a 
structure or any projection thereof, excluding uncovered steps.  

11-02-550 SETBACK LINE 
A line defining the minimum front, side, and rear yard requirements.  

11-02-551 SETBACK LINE, FRONT 
The front setback line is established through the construction of a 
structure. 

11-02-552 SETTLEMENT 
The lowering of the top grade of the landfill due to further compaction of 
the soil and the decomposition of organic matter. 

11-02-553 SEWAGE SLUDGE 
A combination of liquid wastes that may include chemicals, house wastes, 
human excreta, animal or vegetable matter in suspension or solution, and 
other solids in suspension or solution that is discharged from a dwelling, 
building, or other establishment. 
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*Adopted by the BOCC on December 13, 2010. 

11-02-554 SEXUAL ENCOUNTER ESTABLISHMENT 
A business or commercial establishment, as one of its primary business 
purposes, offers, for any form of consideration, a place where two (2) or 
more persons may congregate, associate, or consort for the purpose of 
“specified sexual activities” or the exposure of “specified anatomical areas” 
or activities when one (1) or more of the persons is in a state of nudity or 
seminude. An adult motel will not be classified as a sexual encounter 
establishment by virtue of the fact it offers private rooms for rent. 

11-02-555 SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESS 
An adult arcade, adult bookstore, adult novelty shop, adult video store, 
adult cabaret, adult motel, adult motion picture theater, adult theater, 
sexual encounter establishment, or nude model studio. The definition of 
sexually oriented businesses shall not include an establishment where a 
medical practitioner, psychologist, psychiatrist, or similar professional 
person licensed by the state engages in medically approved and recognized 
sexual therapy. 

11-02-556 SHOOTING RANGE 
See “Gun and Archery Range”. 

11-02-557 SHORT-TERM RENTALS 
A residential dwelling which is leased for lodging accommodations in 
periods of thirty days or fewer. Short-term rentals shall be occupied by (a) 
primary resident(s) for at least one-hundred eighty (180) calendar days of 
the year. Short-term rentals shall be an accessory use to a primary use of 
residential. 

11-02-558 SHOULDER 
The graded part of the right-of-way that lies between the edge of the main 
pavement (main traveled way) and the curb line. 

11-02-559 SIDE LOT LINE 
Any property line of a lot other than front or rear lot lines. 
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11-02-560 SIDEWALK 
A paved path provided for pedestrian use and usually located at the side of 
a road within the right-of-way, which meets specifications set forth in these 
standards and regulations. 

11-02-561 SIGN 
Any device, fixture, placard, or structure that uses any color, form, graphic, 
illumination, symbol, or writing to advertise, announce the purpose of, or 
identify the purpose of a person, or entity, institution, organization, 
business, product, event, or location, to communicate information to the 
public. 

11-02-562 SIGNIFICANT CHANGE 
A change consisting of or relating to the essential nature, fundamental or 
characteristic part or quality of the approved Certificate of Designation. 

11-02-563 SITE PLAN 
An accurately scaled development plan that illustrates the existing 
conditions on a land parcel as well as depicting details of a proposed 
development. 

11-02-564 SITE RELATED IMPROVEMENTS 
Road capital improvements and right-of-way dedications, which provide 
direct access to the development.  Direct access improvements include, but 
are not limited to the following: (a) driveways and streets leading to and 
from the development; (b) right and left lanes leading to those driveways 
and roads; (c) one through lane; (d) curb, gutter and sidewalks where 
applicable, (e) acceleration and/or deceleration lanes (f) traffic control 
measures for those driveways; and (g) internal streets.  Credit is not 
provided for site-related improvements under the terms of this Regulation.   

11-02-565 SITE SELECTION 
The process for determining the location of major energy facilities. 

11-02-566 SITE SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
A land use approval that grants vested rights in accordance with C.R.S. 24-
68-103. For the purposes of these regulations and standards, the following 
approvals are deemed "site specific development plans": Exemptions from 
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Subdividing, Final Plats, Preliminary Development Plan (PDP), Final 
Development Plan (FDP), Major Subdivision, Minor Subdivision. In addition, 
the following approvals are intentionally omitted from the definition of a 
"site specific development plan": Conditional Use Permits, Overall 
Development Plan (ODP), Rezoning, Sketch Plan, Special Use Permits, 
Temporary Use Permits, and Variances. 

11-02-567 SIXTY (60) LDN 
The standard established for maximum noise exposure in the residential 
areas of Adams County. This measurement of sound is computed by 
following the methods described in Appendix A of Federal Aviation 
Regulation, Part 150, and concerning Airport Noise Compatibility Planning. 

11-02-568 SKETCH PLAN 
A rough plan of a proposed subdivision or other development, drawn and 
submitted in accordance with these standards and regulations, used to 
evaluate project feasibility and design characteristics at an early stage.  

11-02-569 SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 
See “Lodge, Fraternal, and Social Organizations.” 

11-02-570 SOD FARM 
Land used for the growing of turfgrass sod for the primary purpose of 
commercial sale.  

11-02-571 SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Soil Conservation District in Adams County organized pursuant to C. R. S. 
Section 35-70-101(ff). 

11-02-572 SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM 
Any device or structural design feature whose primary purpose is to provide 
for the collection, storage, or distribution of solar energy for space heating, 
space cooling, electricity generation, or water heating. 
Roof-mounted solar energy system: A solar energy system that is structurally 
mounted to the roof of a building or structure not solely designed to support 
the solar energy system. 
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Ground-mounted solar energy system: A solar energy system that is 
structurally mounted to the ground and is not roof-mounted. Ground-
mounted systems include parking lot or parking canopy solar. 

11-02-573 SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM, LARGE-SCALE 
Solar Energy Systems that encompass 320 acres or more of surface area. 

11-02-574 SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM, MEDIUM-SCALE 
Solar Energy Systems that encompass greater than 35 and less than 320 
acres of surface area. 

11-02-575 SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM, SMALL-SCALE 
Solar Energy Systems that encompass less than 35 acres of surface area. 

11-02-576 SOLID WASTE 
Material such as garbage, refuse, sludge of sewage disposal plants, mill 
tailings, mining wastes, junk automobiles and parts thereof, and other 
discarded solid waste material, including solid wastes resulting from 
industrial, commercial, and community activities, but does not include 
agricultural wastes. “Solid Waste” does not include any solid or dissolved 
materials in domestic sewage, or agricultural wastes, or solid or dissolved 
materials in irrigation return flows, or industrial discharges which are point 
sources subject to permits under the provisions of the “Colorado Water 
Quality Control Act,” C. R. S. Article 8 of Title 25, or materials handled at 
facilities licensed pursuant to the provisions on radiation. 

11-02-577 SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL SITE 
The location and facilities at which the collection, storage, treatment, 
utilization, processing, and/or final disposal of solid wastes occur control in 
C R. S. Article 11 of Title 25. 

11-02-578 SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL SITE AND FACILITY 
The location and/or facility at which the deposit and final treatment of solid 
wastes occur. 
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11-02-579 SPECIAL DISTRICT 
A special service district organized under and existing by virtue of, the 
provisions of C. R. S. Title 32. 

11-02-580 SPECIAL SIGN 
Any sign incidental to the development or promotion of real estate 
properties and subdivisions. 

11-02-581 SPECIAL USE 
A non-permanent exception from these standards and regulations for use of 
land, structures, or both approved by the Board of Adjustment. 

11-02-582 SPECIFIED ANATOMICAL AREAS 
As used herein means and includes any of the following: 
1. Less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic 

region, buttocks, anus, or female breasts below a point immediately 
above the top of the areola; or  

2. Human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state even if completely and 
opaquely covered. 

11-02-583 SPECIFIED SEXUAL ACTIVITIES 
As used herein means and includes any of the following: 
1. The fondling or other intentional touching of human genitals, pubic 

region, buttocks, anus or female breasts; 
2. Sex acts, normal or perverted, actual or simulated, including 

intercourse, oral copulation, or sodomy; 
3. Masturbation, actual or simulated;  
4. Human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation, arousal or 

tumescence; or 
5. Excretory functions as part of or in connection with any of the 

activities set forth in subdivisions (1) through (4) of this subsection. 

11-02-584 STANDARDS, DEVELOPMENT 
Standards and regulations pertaining to the physical development of a site 
including requirements pertaining to yards, heights, lot area, fences, walls, 
landscaping area, access, parking, signs, setbacks, and other physical 
requirements. 
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11-02-585 STANDARDS, PERFORMANCE 
Regulations and criteria established to control the operation of a use, 
including noise, odor, smoke, toxic or noxious matter, vibration, fire and 
explosive hazards, dust, radio-activity, electrical disturbance, heat, glare, or 
other factors generated by or inherent in uses of land or structure. 

11-02-586 START OF CONSTRUCTION 
This term is to be used for assistance in determination of substantial 
improvement, and means the date the building permit was issued, provided 
the actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction, placement or other 
improvement was within one-hundred-eighty (180) days following the 
permit date. The actual start means the first placement of permanent 
construction of a structure on a site, such as the pouring of slabs or footings, 
the installation of piles, the construction of columns, or any work beyond 
the stage of excavation; or, the placement of a mobile home on a 
foundation. Permanent construction does not include land preparation, 
such as clearing, grading, and filling nor does it include the installation of 
streets and/or walkways; nor does it include excavation for a basement, 
footings, piers or foundations or the erection of temporary forms; nor does 
it include the installation on the property of accessory structures, such as 
garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or as part of the main 
structure. This definition shall not imply permits are not required for grading 
or excavation work.  

11-02-587 STATE LICENSING AUTHORITY 
The authority created for the purpose of regulating and controlling the 
licensing of the cultivation, manufacture, distribution, testing and sale of 
marijuana in this State pursuant to the Colorado Marijuana Code. 

11-02-588 STOCKYARD 
An enclosure with pens and sheds connected to a slaughterhouse, railroad, 
or market for the temporary keeping of livestock. 

11-02-589 STORAGE 
The keeping of machinery, equipment, vehicles, including recreational 
vehicles, parts, materials, or other goods at the same location for a period 
of time in excess of seventy-two (72) hours. 



Chapter 11—Definitions  
WORDS, TERMS, AND PHRASES October 17, 2023 

11-98 Adams County Development Standards and Regulations 

11-02-590 STORAGE AREA 
Any non-mobile facility used for keeping possessions, belongings, goods, 
materials or other items, including appurtenant facilities utilized to store 
fossil fuels, manufactured gas, or other petroleum derivatives for eventual 
distribution capacity. 
1. Private: Items are stored by the owner on the owner’s property. 
2. Commercial: A fee is charged for the service of storing items for others. 

11-02-591 STORAGE CAPACITY OF A FLOODPLAIN 
The volume of space above an area of floodplain land that can be occupied 
by floodwater of a given stage at a given time, regardless of whether the 
water is moving. Storage capacity tends to reduce downstream flood peaks. 

11-02-592 STORAGE STRUCTURE 
An enclosed structure used for the keeping of possessions, belongings, 
goods, materials or other items. 
1. Private: A structure is used for storing items by the owner on the 

owner’s property. 
2. Commercial: A fee is charged for the use of the structure for storing 

items for others. 

11-02-593 STORAGE YARD 
An outdoor area used for the keeping of possessions, belongings, goods, 
materials or other items in which the items are screened from view in 
accordance with these standards and regulations. 

11-02-594 STORMWATER 
Precipitation-induced surface runoff. Stormwater is any surface flow, runoff, 
or drainage occurring during or following any form of natural precipitation 
event and resulting there from and consisting entirely of water from natural 
precipitation events. 

11-02-595 STORMWATER QUALITY (SWQ) PERMIT 
Permit issued by Adams County for the unincorporated portions of the 
County located within the County’s MS4 Permitted Area. The SWQ Permit, 
when required by County Regulations, is in addition to, and does not replace 
the State CDPS Stormwater Discharge Permit for Construction Activities. 
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11-02-596 STORY 
That part of a structure between the surface of a floor and the ceiling 
immediately above. 

11-02-597 STRIP CROPPING 
Growing crops in a systematic arrangement of strips or bands to reduce wind 
and water erosion. To counteract wind erosion, the rows of wind-resisting 
crops are arranged at angles to offset adverse wind effects. To counteract 
water erosion, the strips are on or near the contour of the land. The crops 
are arranged so that a strip of grass or a close-growing crop is alternated 
with a no-till, reduced-till, clean-till or fallow strip. 

11-02-598 STRUCTURE 
Anything constructed, erected, located or placed on the ground, excepting 
mailboxes, ornamental light fixtures, flag and utility poles, railroad trackage, 
or ground covering not more than six (6) inches above ground level. 

11-02-599 STRUCTURE HEIGHT  
The vertical distance from the established grade elevation to the highest 
point of the coping of a flat roof or the deck line of a mansard roof or the 
mean height level between eaves and ridges for gable, hip, or gambrel roofs. 
Chimneys, spires, towers, elevator penthouses, tanks, and similar accessory 
projections shall not be included in calculating the height unless specifically 
referred to, and shall be considered unoccupied structure features that must 
meet the standards found within the definition for unoccupied structure 
features. 

11-02-600 STRUCTURE, PERMANENT  
Any structure resting on and attached to its footings or foundation, 
excluding mobile homes.  

11-02-601 SUBDIVIDER 
Any person, firm, partnership, joint venture, association, corporation, or 
other entity who participates as owner. 

11-02-602 SUBDIVISION 
The division of a lot, tract, or parcel of land into two (2) or more lots, tracts, 
parcels or other divisions of land for sale or development. The terms 
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"subdivision" or "subdivided land" shall not apply to any division, or any 
parcel, or interest in land which: 
1. Creates cemetery lots; 
2. Is created or which could be created by any court in this state pursuant 

to the law of eminent domain, or by operation of law; 
3. Is created by a lien, mortgage, deed of trust, or any other security 

instrument; 
4. Is created by a security unit of interest in any investment trust regulated 

under the laws of this state or any other interest in an individual entity; 
5. Creates an interest in oil, gas, coal, gravel, sand, minerals, or water, 

which is severed from the surface ownership of real property; 
6. Creates or conveys only easements and rights-of-way; 
7. Is created by a lease agreement for a base period of less than twenty-

five (25) years or which is created by a lease agreement for a structure 
or a portion of a structure only. This provision applies only to 
commercial, industrial, and multifamily zoned properties; 

8. Creates parcels of land each of which comprise thirty-five (35) or more 
acres of land; 

9. Is granted to or from the United States; the State of Colorado, county, 
municipality, or quasi-municipality; or 

10. The Board of County Commissioners, pursuant to rules and regulations 
or resolution, exempts from the definition of the terms "subdivision" 
and "subdivided land" in accordance with state law. 

11-02-603 SUBDIVISION IMPROVEMENT AGREEMENT 
Security arrangements which may be accepted by the County to secure the 
construction of such public improvements as are required by the County, 
which shall include collateral, such as, but not limited to, performance or 
property bonds, private or public escrow agreements, loan commitments, 
assignments of receivables, liens on property, deposits of certified funds, 
letters of credit, or other similar financial guarantees. Such collateral shall 
guarantee one-hundred twenty percent (120%) of the cost of the 
improvements adjusted for inflationary increases. The expiration date of the 
collateral shall be a date at least eighteen (18) months beyond the estimated 
completion or acceptance date, whichever is later, as established by the 
Department of Public Works. 

11-02-604 SUBJECT PROPERTY 
Property for which a Conservation Plan Permit is sought. 
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11-02-605 SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE 
Damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the cost of restoring 
the structure to its before damaged condition would equal or exceed fifty 
percent (50%) of the market value of the structure before the damage 
occurred. 

11-02-606 SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT 
Any rehabilitation addition, or other improvement of a structure, the cost of 
which equals or exceeds fifty percent (50%) of the market value of the 
structure before the start of construction of the improvement. This term 
includes structures that have incurred “substantial damage” regardless of 
the actual repair work performed. The term does not however include 
either: 
1. Any project for improvement of a structure to correct existing violations 

of state or local health, sanitary, or safety code specifications which have 
been identified by the local code enforcement official and which are 
necessary to assure safe living conditions, or 

2. Any alteration of a structure listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places or a State Inventory of Historic Places. 

11-02-607 SUBSTATION 
Any facility designed to provide switching, voltage transformation or voltage 
control required for the transmission of electricity at 115 kilovolts or more, 
and any addition thereto increasing the existing design capacity. 

11-02-608 SUFFICIENT SERVICE (SPECIAL DISTRICT SERVICE PLAN REVIEW) 
Service adequate in terms of technical, mechanical, organizational, and 
operational criteria, to meet the public need as proposed in the Special 
District service plan under review. 

11-02-609 SUSPENDED SIGN 
A sign suspended from the underside of a horizontal plane surface and is 
supported by such surface.  

11-02-610 SYNAGOGUE 
See “Place of Worship”. 
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11-02-611 TEMPLE 
See “Place of Worship”. 

11-02-612 TEMPORARY DISPLAY STRUCTURE 
Any structure used only for display of retail sales items and does not require 
a building permit. 

11-02-613 TEMPORARY SIGN 
Any sign used only temporarily and is not permanently mounted. 

11-02-614 TEMPORARY STANDS 
Those structures permitted by these standards and regulations for the sale 
or dispensing of fireworks and will be referred to as "Stands". 

11-02-615 TEMPORARY USE 
Use for a maximum ninety (90) day period by a permit from the Community 
and Economic Development Department or a maximum of one (1) year by 
the Board of Adjustment. 

11-02-616 TERRACING 
An earth embankment, channel, or combination ridge and channel 
constructed across the slope. 

11-02-617 TEXTILE OR CLOTH MANUFACTURE 
An establishment or area for the purpose of manufacturing textiles or cloth. 

11-02-618 THEATER 
A structure, room, or outdoor area for the presentation of plays, motion 
pictures, or other dramatic performances.  
1. Indoor: A theater entirely contained within a structure. 
2. Outdoor/Drive-in: A theater located partially or entirely outdoors, within 

a roofed structure having sides open to the outdoors, or within a tent. 

11-02-619 TILLAGE 
The practice of plowing or disking or any other mechanical or chemical 
preparation of the land for the purpose of producing a crop for harvest by 
any means other than grazing of animals. 



 Chapter 11—Definitions 
October 17, 2023 WORDS, TERMS, AND PHRASES 

Adams County Development Standards and Regulations 11-103 

11-02-620 TIMBERING AND LOGGING 
The growth and harvest of forest tree species on a production cycle of ten 
years or more. 

11-02-621 TINY HOME 
A tiny home is a permanent structure that is constructed on or off site and 
placed on a foundation (as defined in Section 4-08-02-08)  for one or more 
persons’ year-round living with a floor area between 100 and 400 square feet, 
excluding any lofts. 

11-02-622 TINY HOME VILLAGE 
Residential occupancy of multiple relocatable temporary buildings 
containing only sleeping units, combined with one or more separate buildings 
containing eating, bathing, toilet and gathering facilities for common use, all 
located on the same zone lot. Tenancy is typically 30 days or longer. 

11-02-623 TRADE SCHOOLS 
This use category includes: educational facilities which are publicly or 
privately operated and provide training for trades, such as welding, 
automobile mechanic, dog grooming, barbers, etc. 

11-02-624 TOPOGRAPHY 
Configuration of the land surface elevation; the graphic delineation or 
portrayal of that configuration in map form, as by lines of constant elevation 
called contour lines. 

11-02-625 TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD (TMDL) 
Calculation of the maximum amount of a pollutant that a water body can 
receive and still meet water quality standards, and an allocation of that 
amount to the pollutant's sources. A TMDL includes Waste Load Allocations 
(WLAs), Load Allocations (LAs), Margin of Safety (MOS), and accounts for 
seasonal variations. (Refer to Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act and 40 
C.F.R. 130.2 and 130.7). 

11-02-626 TRADITIONAL FARMING 
See “Tillage” 
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11-02-627 TRAFFIC-GENERATING DEVELOPMENT 
Land development designed or intended to permit a use of the land 
containing more dwelling units or floor space than the most intensive use 
of the land within the twelve (12) months prior to the Commencement of 
Traffic-Generating Development in a manner, which increases the 
generation of vehicular traffic. The land development will be in accordance 
with the application and permitting procedures outlined in these 
regulations. Commencement of a traffic generating development occurs 
upon the issuance of a building permit following approval of a development 
permit as defined by these regulations.  

11-02-628 TRAILER, TRUCK SALES AND SERVICE 
An establishment or area for the purpose of trailer and truck sales, service, 
and repair.  

11-02-629 TRANSFER STATION 
A facility at which waste material is stored on an interim basis (less than 
ninety (90) days) while awaiting transportation to a final disposal or 
treatment site. The waste is generally brought in on one type of collection 
vehicle and transferred to a larger vehicle at such a site.  

11-02-630 TRANSMISSION LINES 
Any electric transmission lines and appurtenant facilities which transmits 
electricity at 115 kilovolts or more and addition thereto, increasing the 
existing design capacity. 

11-02-631 TRANSMISSION SHOP 
An establishment or area for the purpose of sales, service, repair, or 
replacement of motor vehicle transmissions. 

11-02-632 TREE FARM 
Land used to raise or harvest trees for wood products, such as lumber, posts 
and poles, fuel wood, and Christmas trees where forest products are sold 
on-site or transported to market. Tree farms typically operate on a 
production cycle of ten years or less. 
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11-02-633 TRIP 
A one-way movement of vehicular travel from an origin (one trip end) to a 
destination (the other trip end). 

11-02-634 TRIP, DIVERTED 
A trip already on a particular route for a different purpose, diverting travel 
to a particular land use. 

11-02-635 TRIP GENERATION 
The attraction or production of trips caused by a certain type of land 
development. 

11-02-636 TRIP, PASS-BY 
A trip already on a particular route for a different purpose which simply 
stops at another particular land use. 

11-02-637 TRUCK STOP 
A structure or land intended to be used primarily for the sale of fuel for 
trucks and usually incidental service or repair of trucks. This includes a group 
of facilities consisting of those uses and attendant eating, sleeping, or truck 
parking facilities. As used in this definition, the term "truck" includes any 
vehicle whose maximum gross weight is more than 10,000 pounds. 

11-02-638 UNDERGROUND FUEL STORAGE FOR USE ON THE PROPERTY 
A container located below ground level and designed to hold fuel for 
vehicles or equipment used on the property where the container is located.  

11-02-639 UNIVERSITIES 
This use category includes universities, colleges, and other institutions of 
higher learning. 

11-02-640 UNOCCUPIED STRUCTURE FEATURE 
Unoccupied structure features shall only be as large as necessary to achieve the 
intended function of the feature and shall not exceed the minimum required 
dimensions as defined in the Adams County Building Code.  These features shall not 
include space for living, sleeping, eating, cooking, bathrooms, storage or similar 
space.  The unoccupied structure feature may exceed the maximum height by no 
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more than twenty (20) feet.  The feature shall also be set back from the perimeter 
of the building at least five (5) feet. 

11-02-641 UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 
An establishment or area for the purpose of sales, service, cleaning, or 
repair of upholstery.  

11-02-642 URBAN ADAMS COUNTY 
For purposes of these standards and regulations, Urban Adams County shall 
mean those areas west of the Airport Environs Plan, and including the urban 
uses identified in the Airport Environs Plan. Separated by a line as follows: I-
76 from the Weld County line to 152nd Avenue, then east to Watkins Road, 
then south to 124th Avenue, then east to Quail Run Road, then south to 
80th Avenue, then east to Manila Road, then south to 74th Avenue, then 
east to Schumaker Road, then south to the Arapahoe County line. 

11-02-643 USE 
Use of property allowed to carry on under these standards and regulations 
in a particular district. 

11-02-644 USE BY RIGHT 
Use of land, structures, or both, which is authorized by the zone district 
classification. 

11-02-645 UTILITY PRODUCTION OR PROCESSING FACILITY 
See “Major Energy Facilities”. 

11-02-646 VACATION CAMPGROUND 
An outdoor area providing space for vacationers to live on a temporary basis 
in either tents, tent trailers, or recreational vehicles. A campground may also 
include an area with rental cabins, but its primary function is to 
accommodate visitors providing their own shelter. 

11-02-647 VACATION RENTAL 
A dwelling where the primary use is for the leasing of lodging 
accommodations for periods of thirty (30) days or fewer. Vacation rentals 
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are not occupied by the same residents for more than one-hundred eighty 
(180) calendar days per year. 

11-02-648 VACATION OF A PLAT, RIGHT-OF-WAY, OR PUBLIC EASEMENT 
Recorded plats, rights-of-way, or public easements made null and void by 
action of the Board of County Commissioners pursuant to these standards 
and regulations. 

11-02-649 VARIANCE 
An exception in the application of the specific physical requirements, not 
use, of these standards and regulations to a specific piece of property which, 
because of special circumstances applicable to it, is deprived of privileges 
commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same vicinity and district, and 
which adjustment remedies disparity in privileges. 

11-02-650 VEHICLE  
A device capable of moving itself, or of being moved, from place-to-place 
upon wheels or tracks.  

11-02-651 VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL 
The combination of the numbers of vehicles traveling during a given time 
period and the distance (in miles) traveled. 

11-02-652 VENDING / PRODUCE STAND 
A concession stand, vending stand, cart service, or other facility at which 
food, drinks, or other products or related items are sold. Farmer’s market 
also falls under the same category. 
*Adopted by the BOCC on December 13, 2010. 

11-02-653 WALL SIGN 
Any sign attached parallel to, but within eighteen (18) inches of a wall, 
painted on the wall surface of, or erected and confined within the limits of 
an outside wall of any structure, which is supported by such wall or 
structure, and which displays only one (1) sign surface.  

11-02-654 WAREHOUSING 
Terminal facilities for handling freight with or without maintenance facilities. 
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11-02-655 WASTE DISPOSAL SITE 
See “Waste Impoundment”. 

11-02-656 WASTE IMPOUNDMENT 
Any pit, pond, lagoon, trench, or basin used for the storage, treatment, or 
disposal of solid waste. 

11-02-657 WASTE PROCESSING FACILITY 
A site or structure in which waste materials are collected, stored on a 
temporary basis, separated by material, compacted and/or treated in 
preparation for some use or for shipment to a final disposal or additional 
treatment site. Such facilities may include, but are not limited to, transfer 
stations; operations where sorting, crushing, grinding, chipping, and baling 
occur; and sterilizers, incinerators, and composting operations. Disposal, 
intentional or not, is not permitted at such a facility unless the disposal 
activity is separately addressed in a permit. In addition, all of the definitions 
listed in C. R. S. 30-20-101 and the regulations promulgated pursuant to the 
Solid Waste Disposal Sites and Facilities Act, and C. R. S. 25-15-101, and the 
Colorado Hazardous Waste Regulations as promulgated by the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Environment are hereby incorporated in 
these standards and regulations. 

11-02-658 WATER BODIES 
Water Bodies means Waters of the State of Colorado as defined in Section 
11-02-600.  

11-02-659 WATER AND SEWER TREATMENT PLANT 
A facility for the treatment of water to ensure health standards are met prior 
to its distribution for human use which complies with state and federal 
standards. 

11-02-660 WATER QUALITY CONTROL VOLUME (WQCV) 
The volume equivalent to the runoff from an 80th percentile storm; meaning 
that 80% of the most frequently occurring storms are fully captured and 
treated while larger events are partially treated. 

11-02-661 WATER STORAGE 
A closed facility for the storage of water. 
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11-02-662 WATER SURFACE ELEVATION 
The height, in relation to the North American Vertical Datum (NAVD) of 
1988, (or other datum, where specified) of floods of various magnitudes and 
frequencies in the flood plains of coastal or riverine areas. 

11-02-663 WATER SURFACE PROFILE 
A water surface profile is a graph that shows the relationship between the 
vertical elevation of the top of the floodwater and of the streambed with 
the horizontal distance along the stream channel or other watercourse. 

11-02-664 WATERCOURSE 
A channel, natural depression, slough, artificial channel, gulch, arroyo, 
stream, creek, pond, reservoir, or lake in which storm runoff and flood water 
flows either regularly or infrequently. This includes major drainageways for 
carrying urban storm runoff. 

11-02-665 WATERS OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 
Any and all surface waters which are contained in or flow in or through the 
State of Colorado, including, but not limited to, streams, lakes, rivers, ponds, 
wells, impounding reservoirs, watercourses, watercourses that are usually 
dry, springs, drainage systems, and irrigation systems, all sources of water 
such as snow, ice, and glaciers; and all other bodies or accumulations of 
water, surface and underground, natural or artificial, public or private, 
located wholly or partially within or bordering upon this state and within the 
jurisdiction of this state. This does not include waters in sewerage systems, 
waters in treatment works of disposal systems, waters in potable water 
distribution systems, and all water withdrawn for use until use and 
treatment have been completed. This definition includes water courses that 
are usually dry. 

11-02-666 WELDING SHOP 
An establishment or area for the purpose of welding. 

11-02-667 WHOLESALING 
An establishment or place of business primarily engaged in selling 
merchandise to retailers; to industrial, commercial, institutional, 
professional business users, or other wholesalers; or acting as agents or 
brokers and buying merchandise for, or selling merchandise to, such 
individuals as companies. 
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11-02-668 WINDOW SIGN 
Any sign, picture, symbol, or combination thereof, designed to communicate 
information about an activity, business, commodity, event, sale, or service 
that is placed inside a window or upon the windowpane or glass and is 
visible from the exterior of the window.  

11-02-669 XERISCAPE 
A reduced water usage landscape achieved through the use of good 
planning and design, limited turf areas, soil improvements, efficient 
irrigation, mulching, low water use plants, and appropriate turf material.  

11-02-670 YARD SALE 
See “Garage Sale”. 

11-02-671 ZONING REVIEW 
A review performed by planners in the Development Review Section of the 
Community and Economic Development as part of the building permit or 
change in use review process to determine conformity with the 
requirements of these standards and regulations. This review is under the 
authority of the Director of Community and Economic Development and the 
approval of building permits requires a positive zoning review approval. 

11-02-672 ZOO 
A facility with indoor and outdoor settings where living, typically wild, 
animals are kept especially for public exhibition. 


