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Introduction

When young people are connected to their communities through education, employment, and economic opportunity, the incidence of youth and community
violence is reduced. The presence of youth and community violence in the U.S. has been steadily growing with homicide as the second leading cause of death for
teens and young adults aged 15-24. Structural racism and oppression have caused disparities in community violence. This has had, and continues to have, damaging
effects on a number of outcomes, as demonstrated by the social determinants of health (SDoH), which are the conditions in the environments where people are
born, live, learn, work, play, worship, and age that affect a wide range of health, functioning, and quality-of-life outcomes and risks. The impact of historic and
continued structural racism on SDoH has caused and exacerbated health inequities.

This report evaluates risk and protective factors relating to youth and community violence across 5 domains: community conditions, economy, education, health,
and housing. Protective factors protect people from experiencing potentially traumatic events, such as neglect or violence. Risk factors increase the chances
someone will experience a potentially traumatic event. Identifying the existing strengths and assets within a community can build resilience and help to prevent
youth and community violence.
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General Population Demographics
Every member of a community, especially youth, should have the chance to live a healthy and vibrant life. Knowing who lives in a community helps to understand

how to best serve a them and what extra support might be needed.
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Entropy Index

Communities are stronger when there are more opportunities for community. The Entropy Index is a measure showing levels of distribution among racial/ethnic
groups within a community. Values range from 0 to 1; 0 indicates an uneven distribution of the racial/ethnic groups while 1 indicates an even distribution. When
communities are racially integrated, this results in more economic opportunity and equitable access to resources. Reducing barriers to community connectedness
and dismantling systems that result in inequitable access to opportunities could help to reduce community violence.
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Note: Values range from 0 to 1. Values are near 0 when the 7 race/ethnicity categories are very unevenly distributed and values are near 1 when the distribution of
the 7 race/ethnicity categories matches the overall geography distribution.
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Percent Area Covered by Parks

Shared outdoor spaces to play can encourage community connectedness and contribute positively to overall health and wellness. Studies show that increasing the
amount of parks and other green spaces has resulted in lowering crime rates, especially in urban communities. Ensuring that people have shared, outdoor space
within a reasonable distance to where they live could help to reduce youth and community violence.
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Income Inequality (Gini Index)

Income inequality is a result of many compounding factors such as educational opportunity, job availability, and historical discrimination. When a small subset of a
community owns the highest share of the wealth, this can create concentrated disadvantage that perpetuates structural racism and exacerbates existing
discrimination. Studies have shown that areas with a high degree of income inequality are far more likely to experience violence. Ensuring there is equal access to
not only basic needs but also a wide variety of educational, personal, and professional opportunities to promote financial stability that results in earning
generational wealth may help to reduce youth and community violence.
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Connected Youth

Connected youth are youth ages 16 to 19 who are either enrolled in school, employed, or both. Recent studies indicate that connected youth are less likely to
commit crimes. Experiencing incarceration as a young person can impact them for the rest of their life. Ensuring that young people have a place within their
communities can improve social cohesion and connectedness for not just youth, but for the whole community.
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Change in Number of Jobs

Job security is one of the most important indicators of health and economic stability. When young adults have the opportunity to participate in summer jobs and

young people with employment opportunities may help to reduce youth and community violence.
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Enrolled in Nursery or Preschool

The earlier a child can be enrolled in school and socialized with other students, the better for their development. Recent studies have shown that children who were
enrolled in pre-kindergarten education were far less likely to be arrested for violence. Ensuring that parents have the resources to enroll their children in early
education could contribute to a reduction of youth and community violence.
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School counselors are an important asset for youth, with the presence of school counselors having been proven to reduce juvenile arrests. When a young person has
access to a trusted adult, this can be transformational and impact them for the rest of their lives. Increasing the number of schools that have full time counselors

could help to support young people and reduce violence.
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People with Low Access to Healthy Food

Everybody has the right to have their basic needs met; this includes access to healthy food. Research has shown that there is a significant relationship between

support the reduction of youth and community violence.
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Healthcare is a necessity not just to survive, but to thrive. Increasing access to affordable healthcare has been proven to reduce community violence. Increasing
access to health insurance will enable communities to get the care they need, and in turn, contribute to reducing youth and community violence.
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Presence of Severe Housing Problems

The absence of safe, quality, affordable housing can have detrimental effects on an individual’s health. When a home is overcrowded, lacks a kitchen, lacks
plumbing facilities, or cost-burdens the occupant, this can be highly stressful. Increasing access to affordable, quality housing has been proven to reduce the rates
of incarceration among_ youth. Creating pathways for access to housing and for the remediation of housing that poses risks to health may assist in reducing youth
and community violence.
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Vacant Housing Units

Vacant homes and properties often present opportunities to develop affordable, quality housing options. Recent studies show that reducing the amount of vacant
housing units in an area also Leveraging vacant properties to create more affordable housing, open space, or other public space to support community cohesion
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Dashboard Controls

To get the most use out of this data, here’s how you can see, save, and share it:

Collections

When more data points are available for a specific topic, you’ll see a list of data headings with arrows to the left. Click on the down arrow to expand that section
and view the data. You can close that section by clicking on the up arrow. A collection may include many presentation types, such as maps, charts, tables, and
more.
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Saving Data

If you want to save the data for yourself, it can be saved as a PDF, CSV (spreadsheet), SVG or PNG (photos), or even GeoJSON (for GIS applications). To see
what file types are available, click on the bar graph icon on the top right of that data visualization.
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Embedding Data on Your Website

If you want to share data from the dashboard on a website, send in an email, or share on social media, you can link to a specific section. To do that, hover over a
page heading or data visualization. Two chain links should appear. Clicking on those links will move that section to the top of the page. Next, copy the link from
the search bar to use as a direct link to that section of a page. You can also right click and select 'copy link address'.
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